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ADDRESS 

TO  THE 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  CITY  COUNCIL, 


OxN  THE 


REMOVAL 


OF  THE 


MUNICIPAL  GOVERNMENT 


TO  THE 


OLD  STATE  HOUSE. 


BY  HARRISON  GRAY  OTIS, 

MAYOR  OF  THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


BOSTON: 

JOHN  H.  EASTBURN....CITY  PRINTER. 


MDCCCXXX. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


In  Common  Council,  September  17,  1830. 

Ordered^  That^the  Committee  of  Arrangements  be,  and  they  here- 
by are,  directed  to  present  to  the  Mayor  the  thanks  of  the  City 
Council,  for  the  impressive  and  eloquent  Address  delivered  by  him 
to  the  City  Council  in  Convention,  on  the  morning  of  this  memora- 
ble Aniversary,  and  to  request  a copy  of  the  same  for  the  press. 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence, 

B.  T.  PICKMAN,  President 


In  the  Board  of  Aldermen^  September  20,  1830. 


Read  and  Concurred. 

A TRUE  COPY — Attest, 


H.  G.  OTIS,  Mayor. 
S.  F.  M’CLEARY,  City  Clerk. 


Hon.  H.  G.  Otis. 


Boston,  September  20,  1830. 


The  Undersigned,  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  for  the 
Centennial  Celebration  of  the  Settlement  of  Boston,  have  the  honor 
to  enclose  you  an  attested  copy  of  a vote  of  the  City  Council,  and  re- 
spectfully ask  your  compliance  with  the  request  contained  therein. 

Benjamin  Russell, 
Winslow  Lewis, 
Benjamin  T.  Pickman, 
Thomas  Minns, 

.fosEPH  Eveleth, 

John  W.  James, 

John  P.  Bigelow, 
Washington  P.  Gragg. 


ADDRESS. 


Gentleme^i  of  the  Common  Council : 

I have  the  honor  to  announce  to  you  that  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  have  concurred  with  your  re- 
quest to  change  the  name  of  this  building,  and  to 
order  that  it  be  henceforth  called  and  known  by  the 
name  of  the  City  Hall, 

Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council, 

The  intimations  which  I have  received  from  many 
individuals  of  your  body,  have  left  me  no  room  to 
doubt  of  your  general  expectation,  that  this  first  oc- 
casion of  our  meeting  in  this  Chamber  should  not  be 
permitted  to  pass  away,  without  something  more  than 
a brief  record  of  the  event  upon  your  journals. — 
The  spot  on  which  we  are  convened  is  Patriot 
Ground.  It  was  consecrated,  by  our  pious  ancestors, 
to  the  duties  of  providing  for  the  welfare  of  their 
infant  settlement;  and,  for  a long  series  of  years,  was 
occupied,  in  succession,  by  the  great  and  good  men 
whom  Providence  raised  up  to  establish  the  institu- 
tions and  liberties  of  their  country. 

There  are  none,  who  have  paid  even  a superficial 
attention  to  the  process  of  their  perceptions,  who  are 
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not  conscious  that  a prolific  source  of  intellectual 
pleasures  and  pains  is  found  in  our  faculty  of  associa- 
ting the  remembrance  of  characters  and  events,  which 
have  most  interested  our  affections  and  passions,  with 
the  spot  whereon  the  first  have  lived  and  the  latter  have 
occurred.  It  is  to  the  magic  of  this  local  influence 
that  we  are  indebted,  for  the  charm  which  recals  the 
sports  and  pastimes  of  our  childhood,  the  joyous  days 
of  youth,  when  buoyant  spirits  invested  all  surround- 
ing objects  with  the  color  of  the  rose.  It  is  this,  which 
brings  before  us,  as  we  look  back  through  the  vista 
of  riper  years,  past  enjoyments  and  afflictions,  aspir- 
ing hopes  and  bitter  disappointments,  the  tempta- 
tions we  have  encountered,  the  snares  which  have 
entangled  us,  the  dangers  we  have  escaped,  the 
fidelity  or  treachery  of  friends.  It  is  this,  which  en- 
ables us  to  surround  ourselves  with  the  images  of 
those  who  were  associates  in  the  scenes  we  contem- 
plate, and  to  hold  sweet  converse  with  the  spirits  of 
the  departed,  whom  we  have  loved  or  honoured,  in 
the  places  which  shall  know  them  no  more. 

But  the  potency  of  these  local  associations  is  not 
limited  to  the  sphere  of  our  personal  experience. — 
We  are  qualified  by  it,  to  derive  gratification  from 
what  we  have  heard  and  read  of  other  times,  to 
bring  forth  forgotten  treasures  from  the  recesses  of 
memory,  and  recreate  fancy  in  the  fields  of  im- 
agination. The  regions,  which  have  been  famed  in 
sacred  or  fabulous  history  ; the  mountains,  plains, 
isles,  rivers,  celebrated  in  the  classic  page  ; the  seas, 
traversed  by  the  discoverers  of  new  worlds ; the 
fields,  in  which  empires  have  been  lost  and  won,  are 
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scenes  of  enchantment  for  the  visiter,  who  indulges 
the  trains  of  perception  which  either  rush  unbidden 
on  his  mind,  or  are  courted  by  its  voluntary  efforts. 
This  faculty  it  is,  which,  united  with  a disposition 
to  use  it  to  advantage,  alone  gives  dignity  to  the 
passion  for  visiting  foreign  countries,  and  distinguish- 
es the  philosopher,  who  moralizes  on  the  turf  that 
covers  the  mouldering  dust  of  ambition,  valour,  or  pa- 
triotism, from  the  fashionable  vagabond,  who  flutters 
among  the  flowers  which  bloom  over  their  graves. 

Among  all  the  objects  of  mental  association,  an- 
cient buildings  and  ruins  affect  us  with  the  deepest 
and  most  vivid  emotions.  They  were  the  works  of 
beings  like  ourselves.  While  a mist,  impervious  to 
mortal  view,  hangs  over  the  future,  all  our  fond 
imaginings  of  the  things  which  ‘‘  eye  hath  not  seen 
nor  ear  heard,”  in  the  eternity  to  come,  are  inevita- 
bly associated  with  the  men,  the  events  and  things, 
which  have  gone  to  join  the  eternity  that  is  past. — 
When  imagination  has  in  vain  essayed  to  rise  beyond 
the  stars  which  “ proclaim  the  story  of  their  birth,”  in- 
quisitive to  know  the  occupations  and  condition  of 
the  sages  and  heroes  whom  we  hope  to  join  in  a 
higher  empyrean,  she  drops  her  weary  wing,  and  is 
compelled  to  alight  among  the  fragments  of  ‘‘  gor- 
geous palaces  and  cloud-capp’d  towers,”  which  cover 
their  human  ruins,  and  by  aid  of  these  localities,  to 
ruminate  upon  their  virtues  and  their  faults,  on  their 
deeds  in  the  cabinet  and  in  the  held,  and  upon  the 
revolutions  of  the  successive  ages  in  which  they 
lived.  To  this  propensity  may  be  traced  the  subli- 
mated feelings  of  the  man,  who,  familiar  with  the 
stories  of  Sesostris,  the  Pharaohs,  and  the  Ptolemies, 
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surveys  the  pyramids,  not  merely  as  stupendous  fa- 
brics of  mechanical  skill,  but  as  monuments  of  the 
pride  and  ambitious  folly  of  kings,  and  of  the  debase- 
ment and  oppression  of  the  wretched  myriads,  by 
whose  labors  they  were  raised  to  the  skies.  To  this 
must  be  referred  the  awe  and  contrition  which  solemn- 
ize and  melt  the  heart  of  the  Christian,  who  looks 
into  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  and  believes  he  sees  the 
place  where  the  Lord  was  laid.  From  this  originate 
the  m usings  of  the  scholar,  who,  amid  the  ruins  of 
the  Parthenon  and  the  Acropolis,  transports  his  im- 
agination to  the  age  of  Pericles  and  Phidias ; — the 
reflections  of  all,  not  dead  to  sentiment,  who  descend 
to  the  subterranean  habitation  of  Pompeii — handle 
the  utensils  that  once  ministered  to  the  wants,  and 
the  ornaments  subservient  to  the  luxury,  of  a polished 
city — behold  the  rut  of  wheels,  upon  the  pavement 
hidden  for  ages  from  human  sight — and  realize  the 
awful  hour,  when  the  hum  of  industry  and  the  song 
of  joy,  the  wailing  of  the  infant  and  the  garrulity  of 
age,  were  suddenly  and  forever  silenced  by  the  fiery 
deluge  which  buried  the  city,  until  accident  and  in- 
dustry, after  the  lapse  of  nearly  eighteen  centuries, 
revealed  its  ruins  to  the  curiosity  and  cupidity  of  the 
passing  age. 

These  remarks,  in  which  you  may  think  there  is 
more  of  truth  than  of  novelty,  have  been  suggested 
by  the  experiment  which  a few  days  since  I attempt- 
ed, to  condense  in  the  compass  of  a short  address,  a 
few  ideas  appropriate  to  this  occasion.  Beginning 
to  think  upon  matters  connected  with  the  old  Town 
House,  I found  my  mind  confused,  and  overwhelmed 
with  the  multitudinous  associations  of  our  early  his- 


/ 


7 

torj,  which  it  naturally  induced.  To  indulge  them  to 
a great  extent,  would  trench  upon  the  province  and 
the  hour  assigned  to  another,  whose  eloquence  will 
furnish  the  principal  gratification  of  the  day.  It  is 
therefore  indispensable,  to  confine  myself  to  a few 
observations,  and  consequently  to  do  but  imperfect 
justice  to  my  feelings  and  the  subject. 

The  history  of  the  Town  House,  considered  mere- 
ly as  a compages  of  brick  and  wood,  is  short  and  sim- 
ple. It  was  erected  between  the  years  1657  and 
1659,  and  was  principally  of  wood,  as  far  as  can  be 
ascertained.  The  contractor  received  six  hundred 
and  eighty  pounds,  on  a final  settlement  in  full  of  all 
contracts.  This  was  probably  the  whole  amount  of 
the  cost,  being  double  that  of  the  estimate — a ratio 
pretty  regularly  kept  up  in  our  times.  The  popula- 
tion of  the  town,  sixty  years  afterwards,  was  about 
ten  thousand ; and  it  is  allowing  an  increase  beyond 
the  criterion  of  its  actual  numbers  at  subsequent  pe- 
riods, to  presume  that  at  the  time  of  the  first  erec- 
tion of  the  Town  House,  it  numbered  three  thousand 
souls.  In  1 71 1 the  building  was  burnt  to  the  ground, 
and  soon  afterwards  built  with  brick.  In  1747  the 
interior  was  again  consumed  by  fire,  and  soon  re- 
paired, in  the  form  which  it  retained  until  the  present 
improvement,  with  the  exception  of  some  alterations 
in  the  apartments,  made  upon  the  removal  of  the 
Legislature  to  the  new  State  House.  The  eastern 
chamber  was  originally  occupied  by  the  Council ; 
afterwards  by  the  Senate.  The  Representatives 
constantly  held  their  sittings  in  the  western  cham- 
ber. The  floor  of  these  was  supported  by  pillars, 
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and  terminated  at  each  end  by  doors,  and  at  one  end 
by  a flight  of  steps  leading  into  State  street.  In  the 
day  time  the  doors  were  kept  open,  and  the  floor 
served  as  a walk  for  the  inhabitants,  always  much 
frequented,  and  during  the  sessions  of  the  courts, 
thronged.  On  the  north  side,  were  offices  for  the 
clerks  of  the  supreme  and  inferior  courts.  In  these, 
the  judges  robed  themselves,  and  walked  in  proces- 
sion, followed  by  the  bar,  at  the  opening  of  the 
courts.  Committee  rooms  were  provided  in  the 
upper  story.  Since  the  removal  of  the  Legislature, 
it  has  been  internally  divided  into  apartments,  and 
leased  for  various  uses  in  a mode  familiar  to  you 
all,  and  it  has  now  undergone  great  repairs.  This 
floor  being  adapted  to  the  accommodation  of  the  City 
Government,  and  its  principal  officers,  while  the  first 
floor  is  allotted  to  the  post  office,  news  room,  and 
private  warehouses. 

In  this  brief  account  of  the  natural  body  of  the 
building,  which  it  is  believed  comprehends  whatever 
is  material,  there  is  nothing,  certainly,  dazzling  or  ex- 
traordinary. It  exhibits  no  pomp  of  architectural 
grandeur,  or  refined  taste  ; and  has  no  pretensions  to 
vie  with  the  magnificent  structures  of  other  countries, 
or  even  of  our  own.  Yet  is  it  a goodly  and  venera- 
ble pile — and  with  its  recent  improvements,  is  an  or- 
nament of  the  place,  of  whose  liberty  it  was  once  the 
citadel.  And  it  has  an  interest  for  Bostonians  who 
enter  it  this  day,  like  that  which  is  felt  by  grown  chil- 
dren for  an  ancient  matron  by  whom  they  were  reared, 
and  whom,  visiting  after  years  of  absence,  they  find 
in  her  neat,  chaste,  old  fashioned  attire,  spruced  up 
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to  receive  them,  with  her  comforts  about  her,  and  the 
same  kind,  hospitable  and  excellent  creature  whom 
they  left  in  less  flourishing  circumstances.  But  to 
this  edifice  there  is  not  only  a natural  but  “a  spiritual 
body,’’  which  is  the  immortal  soul  of  Independence. 
Nor  is  there  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  another  building 
however  venerable  for  its  antiquity,  or  stately  in  its 
magnificence — however  decorated  by  columns  and  por- 
ticos, and  cartoons,  and  statues  and  altars,  and  out- 
shining “ the  wealth  of  Ormus  or  of  Ind,”  entitled 
in  history  to  more  honorable  mention,  or  whose 
spires  and  turrets  are  surrounded  with  a more  glorious 
halo,  than  this  unpretending  building. 

This  assertion  might  be  justified,  by  a review  of  the 
parts  performed  by  those  who  have  made  laws,  for  a 
century  after  the  first  settlement  of  Boston — of  their 
early  contention  for  their  chartered  rights — of  their 
perils  and  difficulties  with  the  natives — of  their  costly 
and  heroic  exertions  in  favor  of  the  mother  country  in 
the  common  cause. — But  I pass  over  them  all,  replete  as 
they  are  with  interest — with  wonder  and  with  moral. 
Events  posterior  to  those  growing  out  of  them  indeed, 
and  taking  from  them  their  complexion,  are  consider- 
ed by  reflecting  men,  as  having  produced  more  radical 
changes  in  the  character,  relations,  prospects,  and  (so 
far  as  it  becomes  us  to  prophecy)  in  the  destinies  of 
the  human  family,  than  all  other  events  and  revolu- 
tions that  have  transpired  since  the  Christian  Era. 

I do  not  say  that  the  principles  which  have  led  to 
these  events  originated  here.  But  I venture  to  as- 
sert that  here,  within  these  walls,  they  were  first 
practically  applied  to  a well-regulated  machinery  of 
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human  passions,  conscious  rights,  and  steady  move 
ments,  which  forcing  these  United  States  to  the  sum- 
mit of  prosperity,  has  been  adopted  as  a model  by 
which  other  nations  have  been,  and  will  yet  be  pro- 
pelled on  the  rail  road  which  leads  to  universal  Free- 
dom. The  powder  of  these  engines  is  self-moving,  and 
the  motion  is  perpetual.  Sages  and  philosophers  had 
discovered  that  the  world  was  made  for  the  people 
wdio  inhabit  it ; and  that  Kings  w^ere  less  entitled  in 
their  owm  right  to  its  government,  than  Lions,  whose 
claims  to  be  lords  of  the  forest  are  supported  by  phy- 
sical prowess.  But  the  books  and  treatises  which 
maintained  these  doctrines  w^ere  read  by  the  admirers 
of  the  Lockes  and  Sidneys  and  Miltons  and  Harring- 
tons, and  replaced  on  their  shelves  as  brilliant  The- 
ories. Or  if  they  impelled  to  occasional  action,  it 
ended  in  bringing  new  tyrants  to  the  throne  and  sin- 
cere patriots  to  the  scaffold.  But  your  progenitors 
who  occupied  these  seats  first  taught  a w^hole  people 
systematically  to  combine  the  united  force  of  their 
moral  and  physical  energies — to  learn  the  rights  of 
insurrection  not  as  wu'itten  in  the  language  of  the 
passions,  but  in  codes  and  digests  of  its  justifiable  ca- 
ses— to  enforce  them  under  the  restraints  of  discipline 
— to  define  and  limit  its  objects — to  be  content  with 
success  and  to  make  sure  of  its  advantages. — All  this 
they  did,  and  when  the  propitious  hour  had  arrived  they 
called  on  their  countrymen  as  the  Angel  called  upon 
the  Apostles,  “ Come  rise  up  quickly,  and  the  chains 
fell  from  their  hands.” — The  inspiring  voice  echoed 
through  the  welkin  in  Europe  and  America  and 
awakened  nations.  He  who  w^ould  learn  the  effects 
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of  it,  must  read  the  history  of  the  world  for  the  last 
half  century.  He  who  would  anticipate  the  conse- 
quences must  ponder  well  the  probabilities  with 
which  time  is  pregnant,  for  the  next.  The  memory 
of  these  men  is  entitled  to  a full  share  of  all  the 
honor  arising  from  the  advantage  derived  to  mankind 
from  this  change  of  condition,  but  yet  is  not  chargea- 
ble with  the  crimes  and  misfortunes,  more  than  is 
the  memory  of  Fulton  with  the  occasional  bursting 
of  a boiler. 

Shall  I then  glance  rapidly  at  some  of  the  scenes 
and  the  actors  who  figured  in  them,  within  these 
walls  ? Shall  I carry  you  back  to  the  controversies 
between  Governor  Barnard  and  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, commencing  nearly  seventy  years  ago, 
respecting  the  claims  of  the  mother  country  to  tax 
the  Colonies  without  their  consent  r To  the  stand 
made  against  writs  of  assistance  in  the  chamber  now 
intended  for  your  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  where  and 
when  according  to  John  Adams,  “ Independence  was 
born?”  and  whose  star  was  then  seen  in  the  East,  by 
wise  men.  To  the  memorable  vindication  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  by  one  of  its  members  ? 
To  the  ‘‘  Rights  of  the  Colonies,”  adopted  by  the 
legislature  as  a Text  book,  and  transmitted  by  their 
order  to  the  British  Ministry?  To  the  series  of  pa- 
triotic resolutions  protests  and  State  papers  teeming 
with  indignant  eloquence  and  irresistible  argument  in 
opposition  to  the  Stamp  and  other  tax  acts  ? — to  the 
landing  and  quartering  of  troops  in  the  town  ? To 
the  rescinding  of  resolutions  in  obedience  to  royal 
mandates?  To  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  Govern- 
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ment  and  the  untiring  struggle  in  which  the  Legis- 
lature was  engaged  for  fourteen  or  fifteen  years,  sup- 
ported by  the  Adamses,  the  Thachers,  the  Hawleys, 
the  Hancocks,  the  Bowdoins,  the  Quincys  and  their 
illustrious  colleagues  ? In  fact  the  most  important 
measures,  which  led  to  the  emancipation  of  the 
Colonies  according  to  Hutchinson,  a competent  judge, 
orginated  in  this  house, — in  this  apartment — with 
those  men,  who  putting  life  and  fortune  on  the  issue, 
adopted  for  their  motto 

“ Let  such,  such  only  tread  this  sacred  floor 

Who  dare  to  love  their  country,  and  be  poor.” 

Events  of  a different  complexion  are  also  asso- 
ciated with  the  Boston  Town  House.  At  one  time 
it  was  desecrated  by  the  king’s  troops  quartered  in 
the  Representatives  chamber  and  on  the  lower  floor. 
At  another  time  cannon  were  stationed  and  pointed 
toward  its  doors.  Below  the  balcony  in  King’s 
street,  on  the  doleful  night  of  the  fifth  of  March,  the 
blood  of  the  first  victims  to  the  military  executioners 
was  shed.  On  the  appearance  of  the  Governor,  in 
the  street,  he  was  surrounded  by  an  immense  throng, 
who,  to  prevent  mischief  to  his  person,  though  he 
liad  lost  their  confidence,  forced  him  into  this  build- 
ing, with  the  cry  “To  the 'Town  House!  to  the 
Tow  n House !”  He  then  went  forth  into  the  bal- 
cony and  promising  to  use  his  endeavours  to  bring 
the  offenders  to  justice  and  advising  the  people  to 
retire,  they  dispersed  vociferating.  Home ! home ! 
The  Governor  and  Council  remained  all  night  delib- 
erating in  dismal  conclave  while  the  friends  of  their 
country  bedewed  their  pillows  with  tears — “such  tears 
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as  Patriots  shed  for  dying  laws.”  But  I would  not 
wish,  under  any  circumstances  to  dwell  upon  inci- 
dents like  these — thankful  as  I am  that  time  which 
has  secured  our  freedom,  has  extinguished  our  re- 
sentments. I therefore  turn  from  these  painful  remi- 
niscences and  refer  you  to  the  day  when  Independ- 
ence mature  in  age  and  loveliness,  advanced  with  an- 
gelic grace  from  the  chamber  in  which  she  was  born 
into  the  same  balcony ; and  holding  in  her  hand  the 
immortal  scroll  on  which  her  name  and  character 
and  claims  to  her  inheritance  were  inscribed — re- 
ceived from  the  street  filled  with  an  impenetrable 
phalanx,  and  windows  glittering  with  a blaze  of 
beauty,  the  heartfelt  homage  and  electrifying  peals 
of  the  men,  women  and  children  of  the  whole  city. 
The  splendour  of  that  glorious  vision  of  my  child- 
hood seems  to  be  now  present  to  my  view,  and  the 
harmony  of  that  universal  concert  to  vibrate  in  my 
ear. 

Such,  gentlemen,  is  the  cursory  and  meagre  chroni- 
cle of  the  men  and  the  occurrences  which  have  given 
celebrity  to  this  building.  And  if  it  be  true,  that  we 
are  now  before  the  altar,  whence  the  coals  were  taken 
which  have  kindled  the  flame  of  liberty  in  two  hemis- 
pheres, you  will  realize  with  me  the  sentiment  already 
expressed,  that  the  most  interesting  associations  of 
the  eventful  history  of  the  age  might  rise  in  natural 
trains  and  be  indulged  and  presented  on  this  occa- 
sion without  violence  to  propriety. 

We,  gentlemen,  have  now  become  for  a short  pe- 
riod, occupants  of  this  temple  of  Liberty.  Hence- 
forth, for  many  years,  the  City  Government  will 
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probably  be  here  administered.  The  duties  of  its 
members  are  less  arduous,  painful  and  dignified  than 
those  of  the  eminent  persons  who  one  graced  these 
seats  and  procured  for  us  the  privilege  of  admission 
to  them.  Yet  let  not  these  duties  be  undervalued. 
They  are  of  sufficient  weight  and  importance  to  ex- 
cite a conscientious  desire  in  good  minds,  to  cul- 
tivate a public  spirit,  and  imitate  with  reverence 
great  examples.  There  is  ample  scope  for  disposi- 
tions to  serve  our  fellow  citizens  in  the  department 
of  the  City  Government.  It  is  charged  with  con- 
cerns affecting  the  daily  comfort  and  prosperity  of 
sixty  thousand  persons, — a number  exceeding  that  of 
several  of  these  United  States  at  the  time  of  their 
admission  into  the  Union.  The  results  of  their  de- 
liberations have  an  immediate  bearing  upon  the  mor- 
als, health,  education  and  purse  of  this  community 
and  arc  generally  of  more  interest  to  their  feelings, 
and  welfare  than  the  ordinary  acts  of  State  Legislation. 
It  is  a community  which  any  man  may  regard  as  a sub- 
ject of  j ust pride  to  represent — rivalled  by  none  in  order- 
ly and  moral  habits,  general  intelligence,  commercial 
and  mechanic  skill,  a spirit  of  national  enterprise, 
and  above  all  a vigilance  for  the  interest  of  posterity 
manifested  in  the  provision  made  for  public  educa- 
tion. No  state  of  society  can  be  found  more  happy 
and  attractive  than  yours.  Many  of  those  who  are 
in  its  first  ranks  rose  from  humble  beginnings  and 
hold  out  encouragement  to  others  to  follow  their 
steps.  There  is  so  far  as  I can  Judge,  more  real 
crpiality  and  a more  general  acq.uaintance  and  inter- 
course among  the  different  vocations  than  is  else- 
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where  to  be  found  in  a populous  city.  Those  of  the 
middling  class  as  respects  wealth,  the  mechanics  and 
the  working  men  are  not  only  eligible  but  constantly 
elected  to  all  offices  in  state  and  city,  in  such  pro- 
portion as  they  (constituting  the  great  majority)  see 
fit  to  assign.  We  enjoy  the  blessings  of  a healthy 
climate,  delightful  position  and  ample  resources  for 
prosperity  in  commerce,  manufactures  and  the  me- 
chanic arts,  all  of  which  I am  persuaded  are  at  this 
moment  gradually  reviving  after  some  vicissitude 
from  time  and  chance  which  happen  to  all  things. — 
May  we  and  those  who  will  succeed  us,  appreciate 
the  responsibleness  attached  to  our  places,  by  tlie 
merit  of  our  predecessors,  and  though  we  cannot 
serve  our  country  to  the  same  advantage,  may  we 
love  it  with  equal  fidelity.  And  may  the  Guardian 
Genius  of  our  beloved  city  forever  delight  to  dwell 
in  these  renovated  walls ! 
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AN 


ADDRESS 


TO 


THE  CITIZENS  OF  BOSTON,  " 

ON  THE  XVII™  OF  SEPTEMBER,  M DCCC  XXX, 

THE  CLOSE 


OF 


THE  SECOND  CENTURY 


FROM  THE 

FIRST  SETTLEMENT  OF  THE  CITY. 


By  JOSIAH  aUINCY,  ll.  d. 

PRESIDENT  OF  HARVARD  UNIVERSITY. 


BOSTON: 

tf.  H.  EASTBURN,  PRINTER  TO  THE  CITY. 


1830. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


In  Common  Council^  Sept.  17,  1830. 

Ordered,  that  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  for  the  Celebration 
of  this  day  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  to  present  the  thanks  of 
the  City  Council  to  the  Honorable  Josiah  Quincy,  for  the  learned, 
eloquent,  and  appropriate  Address,  this  day  delivered  by  him,  and 
respectfully  request  a copy  of  said  Address  for  the  press. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence, 

B.  T.  PiCKMAN,  President. 


In  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  Sept.  17,  1830. 

Read  and  concurred. 

11.  G.  Otis,  Mayor. 


A true  copy,  Attest, 

S.  F.  JVPCleary,  City  Clerk. 


Boston,  Sept.  17,  1830. 

Hon.  Josiah  Quincy, 

The  undersigned,  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  for  the 
Centennial  Celebration  of  the  Settlement  of  Boston,  have  the  honor  to 
enclose  you  an  attested  copy  of  a vote  of  the  City  Council,  and 
respectfully  ask  your  compliance  with  the  request  contained  therein. 

H.  G.  Otis. 

Benjamin  Russell. 
Winslow  Lewis. 

J.  Eveleth. 

Th.  Minns. 

B.  T.  PiCKMAN. 

J.  W.  James. 

John  P.  Bigelow. 
Washington  P.  Gragg. 
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ADDRESS 


Of  all  the  affections  of  man,  those  which  connect 
him  with  ancestry  are  among  the  most  natural  and 
generous.  They  enlarge  the  sphere  of  his  interests  ; 
multiply  his  motives  to  virtue  ; and  give  intensity  to 
his  sense  of  duty  to  generations  to  come,  by  the  per- 
ception of  obligation  to  those  which  are  past.  In 
whatever  mode  of  existence  man  finds  himself,  be  it 
savage  or  civilized,  he  perceives  that  he  is  indebted 
for  the  far  greater  part  of  his  possessions  and  enjoy- 
ments, to  events  over  which  he  had  no  control ; to 
individuals,  whose  names,  perhaps,  never  reached  his 
ear  ; to  sacrifices,  in  which  he  never  shared ; and  to 
sufferings,  awakening  in  his  bosom  few  and  very 
transient  sympathies. 

Cities  and  empires,  not  less  than  individuals,  are 
chiefly  indebted  for  their  fortunes  to  circumstances 
and  influences  independent  of  the  labors  and  wis- 
dom of  the  passing  generation.  Is  our  lot  cast  in  a 
happy  soil,  beneath  a favored  sky,  and  under  the 
shelter  of  free  institutions  1 How  few  of  all  these 
blessings  do  we  owe  to  our  own  power,  or  our  own 
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prudence  ! How  few,  on  which  we  cannot  discern 
the  impress  of  long  past  generations  ! 

It  is  natural,  that  reflections  of  this  kind  should 
awaken  curiosity  concerning  the  men  of  past  ages. 
It  is  suitable,  and  characteristic  of  noble  natures, 
to  love  to  trace  in  venerated  institutions  the  evi- 
dences of  ancestral  worth  and  wisdom  ; and  to  cher- 
ish that  mingled  sentiment  of  awe  and  admiration, 
which  takes  possession  of  the  soul,  in  the  presence 
of  ancient,  deep-laid,  and  massy  monuments  of  intel- 
lectual and  moral  power. 

Under  impulses  thus  natural  and  generous,  at  the 
invitation  of  your  municipal  authorities,  you  have  as- 
sembled, Citizens  of  Boston,  on  this  day,  in  commem- 
oration of  the  era  of  the  foundation  of  your  city,  bear- 
ing in  fond  recollection  the  virtues  of  your  fathers,  to 
pass  in  review  the  circumstances  which  formed  their 
character,  and  the  institutions  which  bear  its  stamp ; 
to  take  a rapid  survey  of  that  broad  horizon,  which  is 
resplendent  with  their  glories  ; to  compress,  within 
the  narrow  circle  of  an  hour,  the  results  of  memo- 
ry, perception,  and  hope  ; combining  honor  to  the 
past,  gratitude  for  the  present,  and  fidelity  to  the 
future. 

Standing,  after  the  lapse  of  two  centuries,  on  the 
very  spot  selected  for  us  by  our  fathers,  and  sur- 
rounded by  social,  moral,  and  religious  blessings 
greater  than  paternal  love,  in  its  fondest  visions,  ev- 
er dared  to  fancy,  we  naturally  turn  our  eyes  back- 
ward, on  the  descending  current  of  years  ; seeking 
the  causes  of  that  prosperity,  which  has  given  this 
city  so  distinguished  a name  and  rank  among  simi- 
lar associations  of  men. 
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Happily  its  foundations  were  not  laid  in  dark  ages, 
nor  is  its  origin  to  be  sought  among  loose  and  ob- 
scure traditions.  The  age  of  our  early  ancestors 
was,  in  many  respects,  eminent  for  learning  and  civil- 
ization. Our  ancestors  themselves  were  deeply 
versed  in  the  knowledge  and  attainments  of  their  pe- 
riod. Not  only  their  motives  and  acts  appear  in  the 
general  histories  of  their  time,  but  they  are  un- 
folded in  their  own  writings,  with  a simplicity  and 
boldness,  at  once  commanding  admiration  and  not 
permitting  mistake.  If  this  condition  of  things  re- 
strict the  imagination  in  its  natural  tendency  to  ex- 
aggerate, it  assists  the  judgment  rightly  to  analyze, 
and  justly  to  appreciate.  If  it  deny  the  power,  en- 
joyed by  ancient  cities  and  states,  to  elevate  our  an- 
cestors above  the  condition  of  humanity,  it  confers  a 
much  more  precious  privilege,  that  of  estimating  by 
unequivocal  standards  the  intellectual  and  moral 
greatness  of  the  early,  intervening,  and  passing  pe- 
riods ; and  thus  of  judging  concerning  comparative 
attainment  and  progress  in  those  qualities  which 
constitute  the  dignity  of  our  species.  Instead  of 
looking  back,  as  antiquity  was  accustomed  to  do,  on 
fabling  legends  of  giants  and  heroes, — of  men  ex- 
ceeding in  size,  in  strength,  and  in  labor,  all  expe- 
rience and  history,  and  consequently,  being  obliged 
to  contemplate  the  races  of  men,  dwindling  with 
time,  and  growing  less  amid  increasing  stimulants  and 
advantages ; we  are  thus  enabled  to  view  things  in 
lights  more  conformed  to  the  natural  suggestions  of 
reason,  and  the  actual  results  of  observation  ; — to 
witness  improvement  in  its  slow  but  sure  progress  ; 
in  a general  advance,  constant  and  unquestionable;  — 
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to  pay  due  honors  to  the  greatness  and  virtues  of  our 
early  ancestors,  and  be,  at  the  same  time,  just  to  the 
not  inferior  greatness  and  virtues  of  succeeding  gene- 
rations of  men,  their  descendants  and  our  progeni- 
tors. Thus  we  substantiate  the  cheering  conviction, 
that  the  virtues  of  ancient  times  have  not  been  lost, 
or  debased,  in  the  course  of  their  descent,  but,  in 
many  respects,  have  been  refined  and  elevated  ; and 
so  standing  faithful  to  the  generations  which  are  past, 
and  fearless  in  the  presence  of  the  generations  to 
come,  we  accumulate,  on  our  own  times  the  responsi- 
bility, that  an  inheritance,  which  has  descended  to 
us  enlarged  and  improved,  shall  not  be  transmitted 
by  us  diminished  or  deteriorated. 

As  our  thoughts  course  along  the  events  of  past 
times,  from  the  hour  of  the  first  settlement  of  Boston 
to  that  in  which  we  are  now  assembled,  they  trace 
the  strong  features  of  its  character,  indelibly  impressed 
upon  its  acts  and  in  its  history  ; — clear  conceptions 
of  duty  ; bold  vindications  of  right ; readiness  to  in- 
cur dangers  and  meet  sacrifices,  in  the  maintenance 
of  liberty,  civil  and  religious.  Early  selected  as  the 
place  of  the  chief  settlement  of  New  England,  it  has, 
through  every  subsequent  period,  maintained  its  rel- 
ative ascendancy.  In  the  arts  of  peace  and  in  the 
energies  of  war,  in  the  virtues  of  prosperity  and  ad- 
versity, in  wisdom  to  plan  and  vigor  to  execute,  in 
extensiveness  of  enterprise,  success  in  accumulating 
w^ealth,  and  liberality  in  its  distribution,  its  inhabi- 
tants, if  not  unrivalled,  have  not  been  surpassed,  by 
any  similar  society  of  men.  Through  good  report 
and  evil  report,  its  influence  has,  at  all  times,  been 
so  distinctly  seen  and  acknowledged  in  events,  and 
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been  so  decisive  on  the  destinies  of  the  region  of 
which  it  was  the  head,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  ad- 
joining colonies  of  a foreign  nation  early  gave  the 
name  of  this  place  to  the  whole  country ; and  at  this 
day,  among  their  descendants,  the  people  of  the 
whole  United  States  are  distinguished  by  the  name 
of  “ Bostonians.” 

Amidst  perils  and  obstructions,  on  the  bleak  side 
of  the  mountain  on  which  it  was  first  cast,  the  seed- 
ling oak,  self-rooted,  shot  upward  with  a determined 
vigor.  Now  slighted  and  now  assailed;  amidst  alter- 
nating sunshine  and  storm ; with  the  axe  of  a native 
foe  at  its  root,  and  the  lightning  of  a foreign  power, 
at  times,  scathing  its  top,  or  withering  its  branches, 
it  grew,  it  flourished,  it  stands,  — may  it  for  ever 
stand  ! — the  honor  of  the  field. 

On  this  occasion,  it  is  proper  to  speak  of  the  foun- 
ders of  our  city,  and  of  their  glory.  Now  in  its  true 
acceptation,  the  term  glorij  expresses  the  splendor, 
which  emanates  from  virtue  in  the  act  of  producing 
general  and  permanent  good.  Right  conceptions 
then  of  the  glory  of  our  ancestors  are  alone  to  be  at- 
tained by  analyzing  their  virtues.  These  virtues, 
indeed,  are  not  seen  charactered  in  breathing  bronze, 
or  in  living  marble.  Our  ancestors  have  left  no  Co- 
rinthian temples  on  our  hills,  no  Gothic  cathedrals 
on  our  plains,  no  proud  pyramid,  no  storied  obe- 
lisk, in  our  cities.  But  mind  is  there.  Sagacious 
enterprise  is  there.  An  active,  vigorous,  intelligent, 
moral  population  throng  our  cities,  and  predomi- 
nate in  our  fields ; men,  patient  of  labor,  submissive 
to  law,  respectful  to  authority,  regardful  of  right. 
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faithful  to  liberty.  These  are  the  monuments  of  our 
ancestors.  They  stand  immutable  and  immortal,  in 
the  social,  moral,  and  intellectual  condition  of  their  de- 
scendants. They  exist  in  the  spirit,  which  their  pre- 
cepts instilled,  and  their  example  implanted.  Let 
no  man  think  that  to  analyze,  and  place  in  a just  light, 
the  virtues  of  the  first  settlers  of  New  England,  is  a 
departure  from  the  purpose  of  this  celebration ; or 
deem  so  meanly  of  our  duties,  as  to  conceive  that 
merely  local  relations,  the  circumstances  which  have 
given  celebrity  and  character  to  this  single  city,  are 
the  only,  or  the  most  appropriate  topics  for  the  oc- 
casion. It  was  to  this  spot,  during  twelve  successive 
years,  that  the  great  body  of  those  first  settlers  emi- 
grated. In  this  place,  they  either  fixed  permanently 
their  abode,  or  took  their  departure  from  it  for  the 
coast,  or  the  interior.  Whatever  honor  devolves 
on  this  metropolis  from  the  events  connected  with 
its  first  settlement,  is  not  solitary  or  exclusive ; 
it  is  shared  with  Massachusetts  ; with  New  England; 
in  some  sense,  with  the  whole  United  States.  For 
what  part  of  this  wide  empire,  be  it  sea  or  shore, 
lake  or  river,  mountain  or  valley,  have  the  descend- 
ants of  the  first  settlers  of  New  England  not  travers- 
ed? what  depth  of  forest,  not  penetrated?  w^hat 
danger  of  nature  or  man,  not  defied?  Where  is  the 
cultivated  field,  in  redeeming  which  from  the  wilder- 
ness, their  vigor  has  not  been  displayed  ? Where, 
amid  unsubdued  nature,  by  the  side  of  the  first  log- 
hut  of  the  settler,  does  the  school-house  stand  and 
the  church-spire  rise,  unless  the  sons  of  New  Eng- 
land are  there  ? Where  does  improvement  advance, 
under  the  active  energy  of  willing  hearts  and  ready 
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hands,  prostrating  the  moss-covered  monarchs  of  the 
wood,  and  from  their  ashes,  amid  their  charred  roots, 
bidding  the  greensward  and  the  waving  harvest  to 
upspring,  and  the  spirit  of  the  fathers  of  New  Eng- 
land is  not  seen,  hovering,  and  shedding  around  the 
benign  influences  of  sound  social,  moral,  and  religious 
institutions,  stronger  and  more  enduring  than  knot- 
ted oak  or  tempered  steel?  The  swelling  tide  of 
their  descendants  has  spread  upon  our  coasts ; as- 
cended our  rivers ; taken  possession  of  our  plains. 
Already  it  encircles  our  lakes.  At  this  hour  the 
rushing  noise  of  the  advancing  wave  startles  the  wild 
beast  in  his  lair  among  the  prairies  of  the  West. 
Soon  it  shall  be  seen  climbing  the  Rocky  mountains, 
and,  as  it  dashes  over  their  cliffs,  shall  be  hailed  by  the 
dwellers  on  the  Pacific,  as  the  harbinger  of  the  com- 
ing blessings  of  safety,  liberty,  and  truth. 

The  glory,  which  belongs  to  the  virtues  of  our 
ancestors,  is  seen  radiating  from  the  nature  of  their 
design  ; — from  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  executed ; — 
and  from  the  character  of  their  institutions. 

That  emigration  of  Englishmen,  which,  two  centu- 
ries ago,  resulted  in  the  settlement,  on  this  day,  of 
this  metropolis,  was  distinguished  by  the  comparative 
greatness  of  the  means  employed,  and  the  number, 
rank,  fortune,  and  intellectual  endowments  of  those 
engaged  in  it,  as  leaders,  or  associates.  Twelve 
ships,  transporting  somewhat  less  than  nine  hundred 
souls,  constituted  the  physical  strength  of  the  first 
enterprise.  In  the  course  of  the  twelve  succeeding 
years,  twenty-two  thousand  souls  emigrated  in  one 
hundred  and  ninety-two  ships,  at  a cost,  including 
the  private  expenses  of  the  adventurers,  which  can- 
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not  be  estimated,  in  our  currency,  at  less  than  one 
million  of  dollars.  At  that  time  the  tide  of  emigra- 
tion was  stayed.  Intelligent  writers  of  the  last  cen- 
tury assert  that  more  persons  had  subsequently  gone 
from  New  England  to  Europe,  than  had  come  to  it 
during  the  same  period  from  that  quarter  of  the 
globe.  A cotemporary  historian*  represents  the 
leaders  of  the  first  emigration,  as  “gentlemen  of  good 
estate  and  reputation,  descended  from,  or  connected 
by  marriage  with,  noble  families ; having  large  means, 
and  great  yearly  revenue,  sufficient  in  all  reason  to 
content ; their  tables  abundant  in  food,  their  coffers 
in  coin ; possessing  beautiful  houses,  filled  with 
rich  furniture  ; gainful  in  their  business,  and  growing 
rich  daily ; well  provided  for  themselves,  and  having 
a sure  competence  for  their  children  ; wanting  noth- 
ing of  a worldly  nature  to  complete  the  prospects  of 
ease  and  enjoyment,  or  which  could  contribute  to 
the  pleasures,  the  prospects,  or  the  splendors  of  life.” 

The  question  forces  itself  on  the  mind.  Why  did 
such  men  emigrate?  Why  did  men  of  their  condition 
exchange  a pleasant  and  prosperous  home  for  a re- 
pulsive and  cheerless  wilderness ; a civilized  for  a 
barbarous  vicinity?  why,  quitting  peaceful  and 
happy  dwellings,  dare  the  dangers  of  tempestuous 
and  unexplored  seas,  the  rigors  of  untried  and  severe 
climates,  the  difficulties  of  a hard  soil  and  the  inhu- 
man warfare  of  a savage  foe  ? An  answer  must  be 
sought  in  the  character  of  the  times ; and  in  the 
spirit,  which  the  condition  of  their  native  country 
and  age  had  a direct  tendency  to  excite  and  cherish. 


* Johnson’s  “Wonder-Working  Providence  of  Sion’s  Saviour  in 
New  England,”  ch.  12. 
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The  general  civil  and  religious  aspect  of  the  Eng- 
lish nation,  in  the  age  of  our  ancestors,  and  in  that 
immediately  preceding  their  emigration,  was  singu- 
larly hateful  and  repulsive.  A foreign  hierarchy, 
contending  with  a domestic  despotism  for  infallibility 
and  supremacy,  in  matters  of  faith.  Confiscation, 
imprisonment,  the  axe  and  the  stake,  approved  and 
customary  means  of  making  proselytes  and  promoting 
uniformity.  The  fires  of  Smithfield,  now  lighted  by 
the  corrupt  and  selfish  zeal  of  Roman  pontiffs ; and 
now  rekindled,  by  the  no  less  corrupt  and  selfish 
zeal  of  English  sovereigns.  All  men  clamorous  for 
the  rights  of  consi:ience,  when  in  subjection;  all 
actively  persecuting,  when  in  authority.  Every 
where  religion  considered  as  a state  entity,  and  hav- 
ing apparently  no  real  existence,  except  in  associa- 
tions in  support  of  established  power,  or  in  opposi- 
tion to  it. 

The  moral  aspect  of  the  age  was  not  less  odious 
than  its  civil.  Every  benign  and  characteristic  virtue 
of  Christianity  was  publicly  conjoined,  in  close  alli- 
ance, with  its  most  offensive  opposite.  Humility 
wearing  the  tiara,  and  brandishing  the  keys,  in  the  ex- 
cess of  the  pride  of  temporal  and  spiritual  power. 
The  Roman  pontiff,  under  the  title  of  “ the  servant 
of  servants,”  with  his  foot  on  the  neck  of  every  mon- 
arch in  Christendom  ; and  under  the  seal  of  the  fish- 
erman of  Galilee,  dethroning  kings  and  giving  away 
kingdoms.  Purity,  content,  and  self-denial  preach- 
ed by  men,  who  held  the  wealth  of  Europe  tributary 
to  their  luxury,  sensuality,  and  spiritual  pride.  Broth- 
erly love  in  the  mouth,  while  the  hand  applied  the 
instrument  of  torture.  Charity,  mutual  forbearance, 
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and  forgiveness  chanted  in  unison  with  clanking 
chains  and  crackling  faggots. 

Nor  was  the  intellectual  aspect  of  the  age  less  re- 
pulsive than  its  civil  and  moral.  The  native  charm 
of  the  religious  feeling  lost,  or  disfigured  amidst 
forms,  and  ceremonies,  and  disciplines.  By  one 
class,  piety  was  identified  with  copes,  and  crosiers, 
and  tippets,  and  genuflexions.  By  another  class,  all 
these  were  abhorred  as  the  tricks  and  conjuring  gar- 
ments of  popery,  or  at  best,  in  the  language  of  Cal- 
vin, as  “ tolerable  fooleries” ; while  they,  on  their 
part,  identified  piety  with  looks,  and  language,  and 
gestures,  extracted  or  typified  from  scripture,  and 
fashioned  according  to  the  newest  “ pattern  of 
the  mount.”  By  none  were  the  rights  of  private 
judgment  acknowledged.  By  all,  creeds,  and  dog- 
mas, and  confessions,  and  catechisms,  collected 
from  scripture  with  metaphysical  skill,  arranged  with 
reference  to  temporal  power  and  influence,  and 
erected  into  standards  of  faith,  were  made  the  flags 
and  rallying  points  of  the  spiritual  swordsmen  of  the 
church  militant. 

The  first  emotion,  which  this  view  of  that  period 
excites,  at  the  present  day,  is  contempt  or  disgust. 
But  the  men  of  that  age  are  no  more  responsible  for 
the  mistakes,  into  which  they  fell,  under  the  circum- 
stances in  which  the  intellectual  eye  was  then  placed, 
than  we,  at  this  day,  for  those  optical  illusions  to 
which  the  natural  eye  is  subject,  before  time  and  ex- 
perience have  corrected  the  judgment  and  instructed 
it  in  the  true  laws  of  nature  and  vision.  It  was  their 
fate  to  live  in  the  crepuscular  state  of  the  intellectual 
day,  and  by  the  law  of  their  nature  they  were  com- 
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pelled  to  see  things  darkly,  through  false  and  shifting 
mediums,  and  in  lights  at  once  dubious  and  deceptive. 
For  centuries,  a night  of  Egyptian  darkness  had  over- 
spread Europe,  in  the  ‘‘palpable  obscure”  of  which, 
priests  and  monarchs  and  nobles  had  not  only  found 
means  to  enthral  the  minds  of  the  multitude,  but  ab- 
solutely to  lose  and  bewilder  their  own.  When  the 
light  of  learning  began  to  dawn,  the  first  rays  of  the 
rising  splendor  dazzled  and  confused,  rather  than  di- 
rected the  mind.  As  the  coming  -light  penetrated 
the  thick  darkness,  the  ancient  cumulative  cloud 
severed  into  new  forms.  Its  broken  masses  became 
tinged  with  an  uncertain  and  shifting  radiance.  Shad- 
ows assumed  the  aspect  of  substances  ; the  evanes- 
cent suggestions  of  fancy,  the  look  of  fixed  realities. 
The  wise  were  at  a loss  what  to  believe,  or  what  to 
discredit ; how^  to  quit  and  where  to  hold.  On  all 
sides  sprang  up  sects  and  parties,  infinite  in  number, 
incomprehensible  in  doctrine ; often  imperceptible  in 
difference ; yet  each  claiming  for  itself  infallibility, 
and,  in  the  sphere  it  affected  to  influence,  supremacy  ; 
each  violent  and  hostile  to  the  others,  haughty  and 
hadng  its  non-adhering  brother,  in  a spirit  wholly 
repugnant  to  the  humility  and  love  inculcated  by 
that  religion,  by  which  each  pretended  to  be  ac- 
tuated ; and  ready  to  resort,  when  it  had  power,  to 
corporal  penalties,  even  to  death  itself,  as  allowed 
modes  of  self-defence  and  proselytism. 

It  was  the  fate  of  the  ancestors  of  New  England 
to  have  their  lot  cast  in  a state  of  society  thus  unpre- 
cedented. They  were  of  that  class  of  the  English 
nation,  in  whom  the  systematic  persecutions  of  a 
concentrated  civil  and  ecclesiastical  despotism  had 
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enkindled  an  intense  interest  concerning  man’s  social 
and  religious  rights.  Their  sufferings  had  created  in 
their  minds  a vivid  and  inextinguishable  love  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty ; a fixed  resolve,  at  every  peril, 
to  assert  and  maintain  their  natural  rights.  Among 
the  boldest  and  most  intelligent  of  this  class  of  men,, 
chiefly  known  by  the  name  of  Puritans,  were  the 
founders  of  this  metropolis.  To  a superficial  view, 
their  zeal  seems  directed  to  forms  and  ceremonies 
and  disciplines,  which  have  become,  at  this  day,  ob- 
solete or  modified,  and  so  seems  mistaken  or  mis- 
placed. But  the  wisdom  of  zeal  for  any  object  is 
not  to  be  measured  by  the  particular  nature  of  that  ob- 
ject, but  by  the  nature  of  the  principle,  which  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  times,  or  of  society,  have  identified 
with  such  object.  Liberty,  whether  civil  or  religious, 
is  among  the  noblest  objects  of  human  regard.  Yet, 
to  a being  constituted  like  man,  abstract  liberty 
has  no  existence,  and  over  him  no  practical  influence. 
To  be  for  him  an  efficient  principle  of  action,  it 
must  be  embodied  in  some  sensible  object.  Thus 
the  form  of  a cap,  the  color  of  a surplice,  ship- 
money,  a tax  on  tea,  or  on  stamped  paper,  ob- 
jects in  themselves  indifferent,  have  been  so  in- 
separably identified  with  the  principle  temporarily 
connected  with  them,  that  martyrs  have  died  at 
the  stake,  and  patriots  have  fallen  in  the  field,  and 
this  wisely  and  nobly,  for  the  sake  of  the  princi- 
ple, made  by  the  circumstances  of  the  time  to  inhere 
in  them. 

Now  in  the  age  of  our  fathers,  the  principle  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty  became  identified  with 
forms,  disciplines,  and  modes  of  worship.  The  zeal 
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of  our  fathers  was  graduated  by  the  importance  of 
the  inhering  principle.  This  gave  elevation  to  that 
zeal.  This  creates  interest  in  their  sufferings.  This 
entitles  them  to  rank  among  patriots  and  martyrs, 
who  have  voluntarily  sacrificed  themselves  to  the 
cause  of  conscience  and  their  country.  Indignant  at 
being  denied  the  enjoyment  of  the  rights  of  con- 
science, which  were  in  that  age  identified  with  those 
sensible  objects,  and  resolute  to  vindicate  them,  they 
quitted  country  and  home,  crossed  the  Atlantic,  and, 
without  other  auspices  than  their  own  strength  and 
their  confidence  in  Heaven,  they  proceeded  to  lay 
the  foundation  of  a commonwealth,  under  the  princi- 
ples and  by  the  stamina  of  which,  their  posterity 
have  established  an  actual  and  uncontroverted  inde- 
pendence, not  less  happy  than  glorious.  To  their 
enthusiastic  vision,  all  the  comforts  of  life  and  all  the 
pleasures  of  society,  were  light  and  worthless  in 
comparison  with  the  liberty  they  sought.  The 
tempestuous  sea  was  less  dreadful  than  the  troubled 
waves  of  civil  discord ; the  quick-sands,  the  un- 
known shoals,  and  unexplored  shores  of  a savage 
coast,  less  fearful  than  the  metaphysical  abysses  and 
perpetually  shifting  whirlpools  of  despotic  ambition 
and  ecclesiastical  policy  and  intrigue  ; the  bow  and 
the  tomahawk  of  the  transatlantic  barbarian,  less  ter- 
rible than  the  flame  and  faggot  of  the  civilized  Euro- 
pean. In  the  calm  of  our  present  peace  and  pros- 
perity, it  is  difficult  for  us  to  realize  or  appreciate 
their  sorrows  and  sacrifices.  They  sought  a new 
world,  lying  far  off  in  space,  destitute  of  all  the  at- 
tractions which  make  home  and  native  land  dear  and 
venerable.  Instead  of  cultivated  fields  and  a civiliz- 
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ed  neighbourhood,  the  prospect  before  them  present- 
ed nothing  but  dreary  wastes,  cheerless  climates,  and 
repulsive  wildernesses,  possessed  by  wild  beasts  and 
savages;  the  intervening  ocean  unexplored  and  in- 
tersected by  the  fleets  of  a hostile  nation ; its  usual 
dangers  multiplied  to  the  fancy,  and  in  fact,  by  ig- 
norance of  real  hazards,  and  natural  fears  of  such,  as 
the  event  proved  to  be  imaginary. 

“Pass  on,”  exclaims  one  of  these  adventurers,^ 
“ and  attend,  while  these  soldiers  of  faith  ship  for 
this  western  world ; while  they  and  their  wives  and 
their  little  ones  take  an  eternal  leave  of  their  country 
and  kindred.  With  what  heart-breaking  affection  did 
they  press  loved  friends  to  their  bosoms,  whom  they 
were  never  to  see  again ! their  voices  broken  by 
grief,  till  tears  streaming  eased  their  hearts  to  recov- 
ered speech  again  ; natural  affections  clamorous  as 
they  take  a perpetual  banishment  from  their  native 
soil ; their  enterprise  scorned ; their  motives  de- 
rided; and  they  counted  but  madmen  and  fools. 
But  time  shall  discover  the  wisdom  with  which  they 
were  endued,  and  the  sequel  shall  show  how  their 
policy  overtopped  all  the  human  policy  of  this  world.” 

Winthrop,  their  leader  and  historian,  in  his  simple 
narrative  of  the  voyage,  exhibits  them,  when  in 
severe  sufferings,  resigned  ; in  instant  expectation  of 
battle,  fearless ; amid  storm,  sickness,  and  death, 
calm,  confident,  and  undismayed.  “ Our  trust,” 
says  he,  “ was  in  the  Lord  of  hosts.”  For  years, 
Winthrop,  the  leader  of  the  first  great  enterprise,  was 
the  chief  magistrate  of  the  infant  metropolis.  His 

* Johnson  in  his  “Wonder-Working  Providences  of  Sion’s  Saviour 
in  New  England,”  ch.  12. 
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prudence  guided  its  councils.  His  valor  directed  its 
strength.  His  life  and  fortune  were  spent  in  fixing 
its  character,  or  in  improving  its  destinies.  A bolder 
spirit  never  dwelt,  a truer  heart  never  beat,  in  any 
bosom.  Had  Boston,  like  Rome,  a consecrated 
calendar,  there  is  no  name  better  entitled  than  that 
of  Winthrop  to  be  registered,  as  its  “ patron  saint.” 

From  Salem  and  Charlestown,  the  places  of  their 
first  landing,  they  ranged  the  bay  of  Massachusetts  to 
fix  the  head  of  the  settlement.  After  much  delibera- 
tion, and  not  without  opposition,  they  selected  this 
spot ; known  to  the  natives  by  the  name  of  Shawmut, 
and  to  the  adjoining  settlers  by  that  of  Trimountain ; 
the  former  indicating  the  abundance  and  sweetness 
of  its  waters  ; the  latter,  the  peculiar  character  of 
its  hills. 

Accustomed  as  we  are  to  the  beauties  of  the  place 
and  its  vicinity,  and  in  the  daily  perception  of  the 
charms  of  its  almost  unrivalled  scenery, — in  the  centre 
of  a natural  amphitheatre,  whose  sloping  descents  the 
riches  of  a laborious  and  intellectual  cultivation 
adorn,  — where  hill  and  vale,  river  and  ocean,  island 
and  continent,  simple  nature  and  unobtrusive  art,  with 
contrasted  and  interchanging  harmonies,  form  a 
rich  and  gorgeous  landscape,  we  are  little  able  to 
realize  the  almost  repulsive  aspect  of  its  original 
state.  We  wonder  at  the  blindness  of  those,  who, 
at  one  time,  constituted  the  majority,  and  had  well 
nigh  fixed  elsewhere  the  chief  seat  of  the  settlement. 
Nor  are  we  easily  just  to  Winthrop,  Johnson,  and 
their  associates,  whose  skill  and  judgment  selected 
this  spot,  and  whose  firmness  settled  the  wavering 
minds  of  the  multitude  upon  it,  as  the  place  for  their 
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metropolis  ; a decision,  which  the  experience  of  two 
centuries  has  irrevocably  justified,  and  which  there 
is  no  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  events  or  opinions 
of  any  century  to  come  will  reverse. 

To  the  eyes  of  the  first  emigrants,  however,  where 
now  exists  a dense  and  aggregated  mass  of  living 
beings  and  material  things,  amid  all  the  accommoda- 
tions of  life,  the  splendors  of  wealth,  the  delights 
of  taste,  and  whatever  can  gratify  the  cultivated 
intellect,  there  were  then  only  a few  hills,  which, 
when  the  ocean  receded,  were  intersected  by  wide 
marshes,  and  when  its  tide  returned,  appeared  a 
group  of  lofty  islands,  abruptly  rising  from  the  sur- 
rounding waters.  Thick  forests  concealed  the 
neighbouring  hills,  and  the  deep  silence  of  nature 
was  broken  only  by  the  voice  of  the  wild  beast  or 
bird,  and  the  warwhoop  of  the  savage. 

The  advantages  of  the  place  were,  however,  clearly 
marked  by  the  hand  of  nature  ; combining  at  once, 
present  convenience,  future  security,  and  an  ample 
basis  for  permanent  growth  and  prosperity.  Towards 
the  continent  it  possessed  but  a single  avenue,  and 
that  easily  fortified.  Its  hills  then  commanded,  not 
only  its  own  waters,  but  the  hills  of  the  vicinity.  At 
the  bottom  of  a deep  bay,  its  harbour  was  capable 
of  containing  the  proudest  navy  of  Europe  ; yet, 
locked  by  islands  and  guarded  by  winding  channels, 
it  presented  great  difficulty  of  access  to  strangers, 
and,  to  the  inhabitants,  great  facility  of  protection 
against  maritime  invasion;  while  to  those  acquainted 
with  its  waters,  it  was  both  easy  and  accessible.  To 
these  advantages  were  added  goodness  and  plente- 
ousness of  water,  and  the  security  afibrded  by  that 
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once  commanding  height,  now,  alas  ! obliterated  and 
almost  forgotten,  since  art  and  industry  have  levelled 
the  predominating  mountain  of  the  place ; from 
whose  lofty  and  imposing  top  the  beacon-fire  was 
accustomed  to  rally  the  neighbouring  population,  on 
any  threatened  danger  to  the  metropolis.  A single 
cottage,  from  which  ascended  the  smoke  of  the  hospit- 
able hearth  of  Blackstone,  who  had  occupied  the 
peninsula  several  years,  was  the  sole  civilized  mansion 
in  the  solitude ; the  kind  master  of  which,  at  first, 
welcomed  the  coming  emigrants  ; but  soon,  disliking 
the  sternness  of  their  manners  and  the  severity  of 
their  discipline,  abandoned  the  settlement.  His  rights 
as  first  occupant  were  recognised  by  our  ancestors  ; 
and  in  November,  1634,  Edmund  Quincy,  Sam.uel 
Wildbore,  and  others  were  authorized  to  assess  a rate 
of  thirty  pounds  for  Mr.  Blackstone,*  on  the  payment 
of  which  all  local  rights  in  the  peninsula  became 
vested  in  its  inhabitants. 

The  same  bold  spirit,  which  thus  led  our  ancestors 
across  the  Atlantic  and  made  them  prefer  a wilder- 
ness where  liberty  might  be  enjoyed,  to  civilized 
Europe  where  it  was  denied,  will  be  found  charac- 
terizing all  their  institutions.  Of  these,  the  limits  of 
the  time  permit  me  to  speak  only  in  general  terms. 
The  scope  of  their  policy  has  been  usually  re- 
garded as  though  it  were  restricted  to  the  acquisition 
of  religious  liberty  in  the  relation  of  colonial  depend- 
ence. No  man,  however,  can  truly  understand  their 
institutions  and  the  policy  on  which  they  were 
founded,  without  taking  as  the  basis  of  all  reason- 
ings concerning  them,  that  civil  independence  was  as 


* Winthrop,  Vol.  i,  p.  45,  note  by  J.  Savage. 
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truly  their  object,  as  religious  liberty  — in  other 
words,  that  the  possession  of  the  former  was,  in  their 
opinion,  the  essential  means — indispensable  to  the 
secure  enjoyment  of  the  latter,  which  was  their 
great  end. 

The  master-passion  of  our  early  ancestors  was 
dread  of  the  English  hierarchy.  To  place  them- 
selves, locally,  beyond  the  reach  of  its  power,  they 
resolved  to  emigrate.  To  secure  themselves,  after 
their  emigration,  from  the  arm  of  this  their  ancient 
oppressor,  they  devised  a plan,  which,  as  they 
thought,  would  enable  them  to  establish,  under  a 
nominal  subjection,  an  actual  independence.  The 
bold  and  original  conception,  which  they  had  the 
spirit  to  form  and  successfully  to  execute,  was  the 
attainment  and  perpetuation  of  religious  liberty, 
under  the  auspices  of  a free  commonwealth.f  This 
is  the  master-key  to  all  their  policy,  — this  the 
glorious  spirit  which  breathes  in  all  their  institutions. 
Whatever  in  them  is  stern,  exclusive,  or  at  this  day 
seems  questionable,  may  be  accounted  for,  if  not 
justified,  by  its  connexion  with  this  great  purpose. 

The  question  has  often  been  raised,  when  and  by 
whom  the  idea  of  independence  of  the  parent  state 
was  first  conceived,  and  by  whose  act  a settled  purpose 
to  effect  it  was  first  indicated.  History  does  not 
permit  the  people  of  Massachusetts  to  make  a ques- 
tion of  this  kind.  The  honour  of  that  thought,  and  of 
as  efficient  a declaration  of  it  as  in  their  circumstances 
was  possible,  belongs  to  Winthrop,  and  Dudley,  and 
Saltoiistall,  and  their  associates,  and  was  included 
in  the  declaration,  that  ‘‘  the  only  condition  on 


* See  note  B. 
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WHICH  THEY  WITH  THEIR  FAMILIES  WOULD  REMOVE 
TO  THIS  COUNTRY,  WAS,  THAT  THE  PATENT  AND 
CHARTER  SHOULD  REMOVE  WITH  THEM.”* 

This  simple  declaration  and  resolve  included,  as 
they  had  the  sagacity  to  perceive,  all  the  conse- 
quences of  an  effectual  independence,  under  a nom- 
inal subjection.  For  protection  against  foreign  pow- 
ers, a charter  from  the  parent  state  was  necessary. 
Its  transfer  to  New  England  vested,  effectually,  in- 
dependence. Those  wise  leaders  foresaw,!  that, 
among  the  troubles  in  Europe,  incident  to  the  age, 
and  then  obviously  impending  over  their  parent  state, 
their  settlement,  from  its  distance  and  early  insignifi- 
cance, would  probably  escape  notice.  They  trusted 
to  events,  and  doubtless  anticipated,  that,  with  its 
increasing  strength,  even  nominal  subjection  would 
be  abrogated.  They  knew  that  weakness  was  the 
law  of  nature,  in  the  relation  between  parent  states 
and  their  distant  and  detached  colonies.  Nothing 
else  can  be  inferred,  not  only  from  their  making 
the  transfer  of  the  charter  the  essential  condition  of 
their  emigration,  thereby  severing  themselves  from 
all  responsibility  to  persons  abroad,  but  also  from 
their  instant  and  undeviating  course  of  policy  after 
their  emigration ; in  boldly  assuming  whatever  pow- 
ers were  necessary  to  their  condition,  or  suitable  to 
their  ends,  whether  attributes  of  sovereignty  or  not, 
without  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  consequences 
resulting  from  the  exercise  of  those  powers.  Nor 
was  this  assumption  limited  to  powers  which  might 
be  deduced  from  the  charter,  but  was  extended  to 


* See  Note  D. 
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such  as  no  act  of  incorporation,  like  that  which  they 
possessed,  could,  by  any  possibility  of  legal  construc- 
tion, be  deemed  to  include.  By  the  magic  of  their 
daring,  a private  act  of  incorporation  was  transmuted 
into  a civil  constitution  of  state  ; under  the  authority  of 
which  they  made  peace  and  declared  war ; erected 
judicatures  ; coined  money ; raised  armies ; built 
fleets  ; laid  taxes  and  imposts ; inflicted  fines,  penal- 
ties, and  death ; and,  in  imitation  of  the  British  con- 
stitution, by  the  consent  of  all  its  own  branches,  with- 
out asking  leave  of  any  other,  their  legislature  modi- 
fied its  own  powers  and  relations,  prescribed  the  qual- 
ifications of  those  who  should  conduct  its  authority, 
and  enjoy,  or  be  excluded  from  its  privileges.  The 
administration  of  the  civil  affairs  of  Massachusetts, 
for  the  sixty  years  next  succeeding  the  settlement  of 
this  metropolis,  was  a phenomenon  in  the  history  of 
civil  government.  Under  a theoretic  colonial  rela- 
tion, an  efficient  and  independent  Commonwealth 
was  erected,  claiming  and  exercising  attributes  of 
sovereignty,  higher  and  far  more  extensive,  than, 
at  the  present  day,  in  consequence  of  its  con- 
nexion with  the  general  government,  Massachusetts 
pretends  either  to  exercise  or  possess.  Well  might 
Chalmers  assert,  as  in  his  Political  Annals  of  the 
Colonies  he  does,  that  “ Massachusetts,  with  a pe- 
culiar dexterity,  abolished  her  charter  ; ” * that  she 
was  always  “ fruitful  in  projects  of  independence, 
the  principles  of  which,  at  all  times,  governed  her 
actions.”  f In  this  point  of  view,  it  is  glory  enough 
for  our  early  ancestors,  that,  under  manifold  dis- 


* Vol.  I.  p.  200. 


t Vol.  I.  pp.  158  and  177. 
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advantages,  in  the  midst  of  internal  discontent  and 
external  violence  and  intrigue,  of  wars  with  the  sav- 
ages and  with  the  neighbouring  colonies  of  France, 
they  effected  their  purpose,  and  for  two  generations 
of  men,  from  1630  to  1692,  enjoyed  liberty  of  con- 
science, according  to  their  view  of  that  subject,  un- 
der the  auspices  of  a free  commonwealth. 

The  three  objects,  which  our  ancestors  proposed 
to  attain  and  perpetuate  by  all  their  institutions,  were 
the  noblest  within  the  grasp  of  the  human  mind,  and 
those,  on  which,  more  than  on  any  other,  depend  hu- 
man happiness  and  hope;  — religious  liberty,  — civil 
liberty,  — and,  as  essential  to  the  attainment  and 
maintenance  of  both,  intellectual  power. 

On  the  subject  of  religious  liberty,  their  intolerance 
of  other  sects  has  been  reprobated  as  an  inconsistency, 
and  as  violating  the  very  rights  of  conscience  for  which 
they  emigrated.  The  inconsistency,  if  it  exist,  is  al- 
together constructive,  and  the  charge  proceeds  on  a 
false  assumption.  The  necessity  of  the  policy,*  con- 
sidered in  connexion  with  their  great  design  of  inde- 
pendence, is  apparent.  They  had  abandoned  house 
and  home,  had  sacrificed  the  comforts  of  kindred  and 
cultivated  life,  had  dared  the  dangers  of  the  sea,  and 
were  then  braving  the  still  more  appalling  terrors 
of  the  wilderness;  for  what?  — to  acquire  liberty 
for  all  sorts  of  consciences  ? Not  so  ; but  to  vindi- 
cate and  maintain  the  liberty  of  their  own  con- 
sciences. They  did  not  cross  the  Atlantic,  on  a 
crusade,  in  behalf  of  the  rights  of  mankind  in  gene- 
ral, but  in  support  of  their  own  rights  and  liberties. 

* See  Note  F. 
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Tolerate  ! Tolerate  whom  ? The  legate  of  the  Ro- 
man Pontiff,  or  the  emissary  of  Charles  the  First  and 
Archbishop  Laud  1 How  consummate  would  have 
been  their  folly  and  madness,  to  have  fled  into  the 
wilderness  to  escape  the  horrible  persecutions  of 
those  hierarchies,  and  at  once  have  admitted  into 
the  bosom  of  their  society,  men  brandishing,  and 
ready  to  apply,  the  very  flames  and  fetters  from 
which  they  had  fled  ! Those  who  are  disposed  to 
condemn  them  on  this  account,  neither  realize  the 
necessities  of  their  condition,  nor  the  prevailing 
character  of  the  times.  Under  the  stern  discipline 
of  Elizabeth  and  James,  the  stupid  bigotry  of  the 
First  Charles,  and  the  spiritual  pride  of  Archbishop 
Laud,  the  spirit  of  the  English  hierarchy  was  very 
different  from  that  which  it  assumed,  when,  af- 
ter having  been  tamed  and  humanized  under  the 
wholesome  discipline  of  Cromwell  and  his  common- 
wealth, it  yielded  itself  to  the  mild  influence  of  the 
principles  of  1688,  and  to  the  liberal  spirit  of  Til- 
lotson. 

But  it  is  said,  if  they  did  not  tolerate  their  an- 
cient persecutors,  they  might,  at  least,  have  tole- 
rated rival  sects.  That  is,  they  ought  to  have  tole- 
rated sects,  imbued  with  the  same  principles  of  in- 
tolerance as  the  transatlantic  hierarchies ; sects,  whose 
first  use  of  power  would  have  been  to  endeavour  to 
uproot  the  liberty  of  our  fathers,  and  persecute 
them,  according  to  the  known  principles  of  sectarian 
action,  with  a virulence  in  the  inverse  ratio  of  their 
reciprocal  likeness  and  proximity.  Those,  who  thus 
reason  and  thus  condemn,  have  considered  but  very 
superficially  the  nature  of  the  human  mind  and  its 
actual  condition  in  the  time  of  our  ancestors. 
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The  great  doctrine,  now  so  universally  recognised, 
that  liberty  of  conscience  is  the  right  of  the  individ- 
ual, — a concern  between  every  man  and  his  Maker, 
with  which  the  civil  magistrate  is  not  authorized  to 
interfere,  was  scarcely,  in  their  day,  known,  except 
in  private  theory  and  solitary  speculation  ; as  a prac- 
tical truth,  to  be  acted  upon  by  the  civil  power,  it 
was  absolutely  and  universally  rejected  by  all  men, 
all  parties,  and  all  sects,  as  totally  subversive,  not 
only  of  the  peace  of  the  church,  but  of  the  peace  of 
society.*  That  great  truth,  now  deemed  so  simple 
and  plain,  was  so  far  from  being  an  easy  discovery  of 
the  human  intellect,  that  it  may  be  doubted  whether 
it  would  ever  have  been  discovered  by  human  rea- 
son at  all,  had  it  not  been  for  the  miseries  in  which 
man  was  involved  in  consequence  of  his  ignorance  of 
it.  That  truth  was  not  evolved  by  the  calm  exer- 
tion of  the  human  faculties,  but  was  stricken  out  by 
the  collision  of  the  human  passions.  It  was  not  the 
result  of  philosophic  research,  but  was  a hard 
lesson,  taught  under  the  lash  of  a severe  disci- 
pline, provided  for  the  gradual  instruction  of  a being 
like  man,  not  easily  brought  into  subjection  to  vir- 
tue, and  with  natural  propensities  to  pride,  ambition, 
avarice,  and  selfishness.  Previously  to  that  time,  in 
all  modifications  of  society,  ancient  or  modern,  re- 
ligion had  been  seen  only  in  close  connexion  with 
the  state.  It  was  the  universal  instrument  by  which 
worldly  ambition  shaped  and  moulded  the  multitude 
to  its  ends.  To  have  attempted  the  establishment 
of  a state  on  the  basis  of  a perfect  freedom  of  re- 


* Hume’s  History  of  England,  Vol.  vi.  p.  168. 
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ligious  opinion,  and  the  perfect  right  of  every  man  to 
express  his  opinion,  would  then  have  been  consid- 
ered as  much  a solecism,  and  an  experiment  quite 
as  wild  and  visionary,  as  it  would  be,  at  this  day,  to 
attempt  the  establishment  of  a state  on  the  principle 
of  a perfect  liberty  of  individual  action,  and  the  per- 
fect right  of  every  man  to  conduct  himself  according 
to  his  private  will.  Had  our  early  ancestors  adopted 
the  course  we,  at  this  day,  are  apt  to  deem  so  easy 
and  obvious,  and  placed  their  government  on  the  ba- 
sis of  liberty  for  all  sorts  of  consciences,  it  would 
have  been,  in  that  age,  a certain  introduction  of  an- 
archy. It  cannot  be  questioned,  that  all  the  fond 
hopes  they  had  cherished  from  emigration  would 
have  been  lost-.  The  agents  of  Charles  and  James 
would  have  planted  here  the  standard  of  the  transat- 
lantic monarchy  and  hierarchy.  Divided  and  broken, 
without  practical  energy,  subject  to  court-influences 
and  court-favorites.  New  England  at  this  day  would 
have  been  a colony  of  the  parent  state,*  her  charac- 
ter yet  to  be  formed  and  her  independence  yet  to 
be  vindicated. 

The  non-loleration,  which  characterized  our  early 
ancestors,  from  whatever  source  it  may  have  originat- 
ed, had  undoubtedly  the  effect  they  intended  and  wish- 
ed, It  excluded  from  influence  in  their  infant  set- 
tlement all  the  friends  and  adherents  of  the  ancient 
monarchy  and  hierarchy ; all  who,  from  any  motive, 
ecclesiastical  or  civil,  were  disposed  to  disturb  their 
peace  or  their  churches.  They  considered  it  a meas- 
ure of  “ self-defence.^^  And  it  is  unquestionable,  that 


* See  Note  G. 
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it  was  chiefly  instrumental  in  forming  the  homogene- 
ous and  exclusively  republican  character,  for  which 
the  people  of  New-England  have,  in  all  times,  been 
distinguished  ; and,  above  all,  that  it  fixed  irrevocably 
in  the  country  that  noble  security  for  religious  liber- 
ty, the  independent  system  of  church  government. 

The  principle  of  the  independence  of  the  churches, 
including  the  right  of  every  individual  to  unite  with 
what  church  he  pleases,  under  whatever  sectarian 
auspices  it  may  have  been  fostered,  has,  through  the 
influence  of  time  and  experience,  lost  altogether  its 
exclusive  character.  It  has  become  the  universal 
guarantee  of  religious  liberty  to  all  sects  without  dis- 
crimination, and  is  as  much  the  protector  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholic,  the  Episcopalian,  and  the  Presbyterian, 
as  of  the  Independent  form  of  worship.  The  secu- 
rity, which  results  from  this  principle,  does  not  de- 
pend upon  charters  and  constitutions,  but  on  what  is 
stronger  than  either,  the  nature  of  the  principle  in 
connexion  wdth  the  nature  of  man.  So  long  as  this 
intellectual,  moral,  and  religious  being,  man,  is  con- 
stituted as  he  is,  the  unrestricted  liberty  of  associat- 
ing for  public  worship,  and  the  independence  of 
those  associations  of  external  control,  will  necessari- 
ly lead  to  a most  happy  number  and  variety  of  them. 
In  the  principle  of  the  independence  of  each,  the 
liberty  of  individual  conscience  is  safe  under  the  pan- 
oply of  the  common  interest  of  all.  No  other  per- 
fect security  for  liberty  of  conscience  was  ever  de- 
vised by  man,  except  this  independence  of  the 
churches.  This  possessed,  liberty  of  conscience 
has  no  danger.  This  denied,  it  has  no  safety. 
There  can  be  no  greater  human  security  than  com- 
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mon  right,  placed  under  the  protection  of  common 
interest. 

It  is  the  excellence  and  beauty  of  this  simple  prin- 
ciple, that,  while  it  secures  all,  it  restricts  none. 
They,  who  delight  in  lofty  and  splendid  monuments 
of  ecclesiastical  architecture,  may  raise  the  pyramid 
of  church  power,  with  its  aspiring  steps  and  grada- 
tions, until  it  terminate  in  the  despotism  of  one,  or  a 
few  ; the  humble  dwellers  at  the  base  of  the  proud 
edifice  may  wonder,  and  admire  the  ingenuity  of  the 
contrivance  and  the  splendor  of  its  massive  dimen- 
sions, but  it  is  without  envy  and  without  fear.  Safe 
in  the  principle  of  independence,  they  worship,  be 
it  in  tent,  or  tabernacle,  or  in  the'open  air,  as  secure- 
ly as  though  standing  on  the  topmost  pinnacle  of  the 
loftiest  fabric  ambition  ever  devised. 

The  glory  of  discovering  and  putting  this  principle 
to  the  test,  on  a scale  capable  of  trying  its  efficacy,  be- 
longs to  the  fathers  of  Massachusetts,*  who  are  enti- 
tled to  a full  share  of  that  acknowledgment  made  by 
Hume,  when  he  asserts,  “ that  for  all  the  liberty  of 
the  English  constitution  that  nation  is  indebted  to 
the  Puritans.” 

The  glory  of  our  ancestors  radiates  from  no  point 
more  strongly  than  from  their  institutions  of  learning. 
The  people  of  New  England  are  the  first  known  to 
history,  who  provided,  in  the  original  constitution  of 
their  society,  for  the  education  of  the  whole  popu- 
lation out  of  the  general  fund.  In  other  countries, 
provisions  have  been  made  of  this  character  in  favor 
of  certain  particular  classes,  or  for  the  poor  by  w^ay 


* Neal’s  History  of  the  Puritans.  Vol.  i.  p.  438  and  490. 
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' of  charity.  But  here  first  were  the  children  of  the 
whole  community  invested  with  the  right  of  being 
educated  at  the  expense  of  the  whole  society ; and 
not  only  this, — the  obligation  to  take  advantage  of 
that  right  was  enforced  by  severe  supervision  and 
penalties.  By  simple  laws  they  founded  their 
commonwealth  on  the  only  basis  on  which  a re- 
public has  any  hope  of  happiness  or  continuance, 
the  general  information  of  the  people.  They  de- 
nominated it  “barbarism”  not  to  be  able  “perfectly 
to  read  the  English  tongue  and  to  know  the  general 
laws.”*  In  soliciting  a general  contribution  for  the 
support  of  the  neighbouring  University,  they  declare 
that  “ skill  in  the  tongues  and  liberal  arts,  is  not  only 
laudable,  but  necessary  for  the  well-being  of  the  com- 
monwealth.” f And  in  requiring  every  town,  having 
one  hundred  house-holders,  to  set  up  a Grammar 
School,  provided  with  a master  able  to  fit  youth  for 
the  University,  the  object  avowed  is,  “ to  enable  men 
to  obtain  a knowledge  of  the  Scriptures,  and  by  ac- 
quaintance with  the  ancient  tongues  to  qualify  them 
to  discern  the  true  sense  and  meaning  of  the  origin- 
al, however  corrupted  by  false  glosses.”  Thus  lib- 
eral and  thus  elevated,  in  respect  of  learning,  were 
the  views  of  our  ancestors. 

To  the  same  master-passion,  dread  of  the  English 
hierarchy,  and  the  same  main  purpose,  civil  inde- 
pendence, may  be  attributed,  in  a great  degree,  the 
nature  of  the  government  which  the  principal  civil  and' 
spiritual  influences  of  the  time  established,  and,  not- 
withstanding its  many  objectionable  features,  the 
willing  submission  to  it  of  the  people. 

* Old  Colony  Laws,  p.  26. 

t Records  of  the  Colony,  p.  117.  19th  Oct.  1652. 
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It  cannot  be  questioned  that  the  constitution  of  the 
state,  as  sketched  in  the  first  laws  of  our  ancestors, 
was  a skilful  combination  of  both  civil  and  ecclesias- 
tical powers.  Church  and  state  were  very  curiously 
and  efficiently  interwoven  with  each  other.  It  is 
usual  to  attribute  to  religious  bigotry  the  submission 
of  the  mass  of  the  people  to  a system  thus  stern  and 
exclusive.  It  may  however,  with  quite  as  much 
justice,  be  resolved  into  love  of  independence  and 
political  sagacity. 

The  great  body  of  the  first  emigrants  doubtless  co- 
incided in  general  religious  views  with  those  whose  in- 
fluence predominated  in  their  church  and  state.  They 
had  consequently  no  personal  objection  to  the  stern 
discipline  their  political  system  established.  They 
had  also  the  sagacity  to  foresee  that  a system,  which 
by  its  rigor  should  exclude  from  power  all  who  did 
not  concur  wdth  their  religious  views,  would  have 
a direct  tendency  to  deter  those  in  other  countries 
from  emigrating  to  their  settlement,  w^ho  did  not 
agree  with  the  general  plan  of  policy  they  had 
adopted,  and  of  consequence  to  increase  the  probabili- 
ty of  their  escape  from  the  interference  of  their  an- 
cient oppressors,  and  the  chance  of  success  in  laying 
the  foundation  of  the  free  commonwealth  they  con- 
templated. They  also  doubtless  perceived,  that 
with  the  unqualified  possession  of  the  elective  fran- 
chise, they  had  little  reason  to  apprehend  that  they 
could  not  easily  control  or 'annihilate  any  ill  effect 
upon  their  political  system,  arising  from  the  union  of 
church -and  state,  should  it  become  insupportable. 

There  is  abundant  evidence  that  the  submission  of 
the  people  to  this  new  form  of  church  and  state  com- 
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bination  was  not  owing  to  ignorance,  or  to  indiffer- 
ence to  the  true  principles  of  civil  and  religious  lib- 
erty. Notwithstanding  the  strong  attachment  of  the 
early  emigrants  to  their  civil,  and  their  almost  blind 
devotion  to  their  ecclesiastical  leaders,  when,  pre- 
suming on  their  influence,  either  attempted  any  thing 
inconsistent  with  general  liberty,  a corrective  is  seen 
almost  immediately  applied  by  the  spirit  and  in- 
telligence of  the  people. 

In  this  respect,  the  character  of  the  people  of 
Boston  has  been  at  all  times  distinguished.  In  every 
period  of  our  history,  they  have  been  second  to  none 
in  quickness  to  discern  or  in  readiness  to  meet 
every  exigency,  fearlessly  hazarding  life  and  for- 
tune in  support  of  the  liberties  of  the  commonwealth. 
It  would  be  easy  to  maintain  these  positions  by  a re- 
currence to  the  annals  of  each  successive  age,  and 
particularly  to  facts  connected  with  our  revolutionary 
struggle.  A few  instances  only  will  be  noticed,  and 
those  selected  from  the  earliest  times. 

A natural  jealousy  soon  sprung  up  in  the  me- 
tropolis as  to  the  intentions  of  their  civil  and  ec- 
clesiastical leaders.*  In  1634  the  people  began  to 
fear,  lest,  by  re-electing  Winthrop,  they  “ should 
make  way  for  a Governor  for  life.”  They  accord- 
ingly gave  some  indications  of  a design  to  elect  an- 
other person.  Upon  which  John  Cotton,  their  great 
ecclesiastical  head,  then  at  the  height  of  his  popu- 
larity, preached  a discourse  to  the  General  Court, 
and  delivered  this  doctrine  ; ‘‘  that  a magistrate  ought 
not  to  be  turned  out,  without  just  cause,  no  more 
than  a magistrate  might  turn  out  a private  man  from 


5 


* Winthrop,  Vol.  i.  p.  299. 
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his  freehold,  without  trial.”  * To  show  their  dislike 
of  the  doctrine  by  the  most  practical  of  evidences, 
our  ancestors  gave  the  political  divine  and  his  ad- 
herents a succession  of  lessons,  for  which  they  were 
probably  the  wiser  all  the  rest  of  their  lives.  They 
turned  out  Winthrop  at  the  very  same  election,  and 
put  in  Dudley.  The  year  after,  they  turned  out 
Dudley  and  put  in  Haynes.  The  year  after,  they 
turned  out  Haynes  and  put  in  Vane.  So  much  for  the 
first  broaching,  in  Boston,  of  the  doctrine  that  public 
office  is  of  the  nature  of  freehold. 

In  1635,  an  attempt  was  made  by  the  General  Court, 
to  elect  a certain  number  of  magistrates  as  coun- 
sellors for  life.]  Although  Cotton  was  the  author  also 
of  this  project,  and  notwithstanding  his  influence,  yet 
such  was  the  spirit  displayed  by  our  ancestors  on  the 
occasion,  that  within  three  years  the  General  Court  J 
was  compelled  to  pass  a vote,  denying  any  such  in- 
tent, and  declaring  that  the  persons  so  chosen 
should  not  be  accounted  magistrates  or  have  any  au- 
thority in  consequence  of  such  election. 

In  1636,  the  great  Antinomian  controversy  divided 
the  country.  Boston  was  for  the  covenant  of  grace  ; 
the  General  Court,  for  the  covenant  of  works.  Under 
pretence  of  the  apprehension  of  a riot,  the  General 
Court  adjourned  to  Newtown,  and  expelled  the  Boston 
deputies  for  daring  to  remonstrate.  Boston,  in- 
dignant at  this  infringement  of  its  liberties,  was 
about  electing  the  same  deputies  a second  time.  At 
the  earnest  solicitation  of  Cotton,  however,  they 
chose  others.  One  of  these  was  also  expelled  by 


* Winthrop,  Vol.  i.  p.  132.  f Ibid.  p.  186.  \ Ibid.  p.  302. 
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the  Court ; and  a writ  having  issued  to  the  town 
ordering  a new  election,  they  refused  making  any  re- 
turn to  the  warrant, — a contempt  which  the  General 
Court  did  not  think  it  wise  to  resent. 

In  1639,  there  being  vacancies  in  the  board  of  as- 
sistants, the  Governor  and  magistrates  met  and  nomi- 
nated three  persons,  “ not  with  intent,”  as  they  said, 
“ to  lead  the  people’s  choice  of  these,  nor  to  divert 
them  from  any  other,  but  only  to  propound  for  con- 
sideration (which  any  freeman  may  do),  and  so 
leave  the  people  to  use  their  liberties  according  to 
their  consciences.”  The  result  was,  that  the  peo- 
ple did  use  their  liberties  according  to  their  con- 
sciences. They  chose  not  a man  of  them.*  So 
much  for  the  first  legislative  caucus  in  our  history. 
It  probably  would  have  been  happy  for  their  posteri- 
ty, if  the  people  had  always  treated  like  nominations 
with  as  little  ceremony. 

About  this  time  also  the  General  Court  took  ex- 
ception at  the  length  of  the  lectures, then  the  great 
delight  of  the  people,  and  at  the  ill  effects  resulting 
from  their  frequency;  whereby  poor  people  were  led 
greatly  to  neglect  their  affairs ; to  the  great  hazard  al- 
so of  their  health,  owing  to  their  long  continuance  in 
the  nighr.  Boston  expressed  strong  dislike  f at  this  in- 
terference, “ fearing  that  the  precedent  might  enthrall 
them  to  the  civil  power,  and,  besides,  be  a blemish  up- 
on them  with  their  posterity,  as  though  they  needed  to 
be  regulated  by  the  civil  magistrate,  and  raise  an  ill- 
savour  of  their  coldness,  as  if  it  were  possible  for  the 
people  of  Boston  to  complain  of  too  much  preaching.” 


" Ibid.  Vol.  II.  p.  343. 
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The  magistrates,  fearful  lest  the  people  should 
break  their  bonds,  were  content  to  apologize,  to 
abandon  the  scheme  of  shortening  lectures  or  dimin- 
ishing their  number,  and  to  rest  satisfied  with  a gen- 
eral understanding  that  assemblies  should  break  up 
in  such  season,  as  that  people,  dwelling  a mile  or  two 
off,  might  get  home  by  daylight.  Winthrop,  on  this 
occasion,  passes  the  following  eulogium  on  the  peo- 
ple of  Boston,  which  every  period  of  their  history, 
amply  confirms  ; — “They  were  generally  of  that  un- 
derstanding and  moderation,  as  that  they  would  be 
easily  guided  in  their  way  by  any  rule  from  Scrip- 
ture or  sound  reason.” 

It  is  curious  and  instructive  to  trace  the  principles 
of  our  constitution,  as  they  were  successively  sug- 
gested by  circumstances,  and  gradually  gained  by  the 
intelligence  and  daring  spirit  of  the  people.  For  the 
first  four  years  after  their  emigration,  the  freemen, 
like  other  corporations,  met  and  transacted  business 
in  a body.  At  this  time  the  people  attained  a repre- 
sentation under  the  name  of  deputies,  who  sat  in  the 
same  room  with  the  magistrates,  to  whose  negative 
all  their  proceedings  were  subjected.  Next  arose 
the  struggle  about  the  negative,  which  lasted  for  ten 
years,  and  eventuated  in  the  separation  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court  into  two  branches,  with  each  a negative  on 
the  other.*  Then  came  the  jealousy  of  the  deputies 
concerning  the  magistrates,  f as  proceeding  too  much 
by  their  discretion  for  want  of  positive  laws,  and  the 
demand  by  the  deputies  that  persons  should  be  ap- 
pointed to  frame  a body  of  fundamental  laws  in  re- 
semblance of  the  English  Magna  Charta. 

* Winthrop,  Vol.  i.  p.  160.  f Ibid.  p.  322. 


37 


After  this  occurred  the  controversy  * relative  to 
the  powers  of  the  magistrates,  during  the  recess  of 
the  General  Court ; concerning  which  when  the 
deputies  found  that  no  compromise  could  be  made, 
and  the  magistrates  declared  that,  ‘‘  if  occasion 
required,  they  should  act  according  to  the  power  and 
trust  committed  to  them,”  the  speaker  of  the  house 
in  his  place  replied, — “Thejv,  gentlemen,  you 

WILL  NOT  BE  OBEYED.” 

In  every  period  of  our  early  history,  the  friends  of 
the  ancient  hierarchy  and  monarchy  were  assiduous 
in  their  endeavours  to  introduce  a form  of  govern- 
ment on  the  principle  of  an  efficient  colonial  relation. 
Our  ancestors  were  no  less  vigilant  to  avail  them- 
selves of  their  local  situation  and  of  the  difficulties  of 
the  parent  state  to  defeat  those  attempts;  — or,  in 
their  language,  “ to  avoid  and  protract.”  They  lived, 
however,  under  aperpetual  apprehension,  that  a royal 
governor  would  be  imposed  upon  them  by  the  law  of 
force.  Their  resolution  never  faltered  on  the  point 
of  resistance,  to  the  extent  of  their  power.  Notwith- 
standing Boston  would  have  been  the  scene  of  the 
struggle,  and  the  first  victipn  to  it,  yet  its  inhabitants 
never  shrunk  from  their  duty  through  fear  of  danger, 
and  were  always  among  the  foremost  to  prepare  for 
every  exigency.  Castle  Island  was  fortified  chiefly, 
and  the  battery  at  the  north  end  of  the  town,  and 
that  called  the  Sconce,”  wholly,  by  the  voluntary 
contributions  of  its  inhabitants.  After  the  restora- 
tion of  Charles  the  Second,  their  instructions  to  their 
representatives  in  the  General  Court,  breathe  one 


* Ibid.  Vol.  II.  p.  169. 
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uniform  spirit,  — ‘‘not  to  recede  from  their  just 
rights  and  privileges  as  secured  by  the  patent.” 
When,  in  1662,  the  king’s  Commissioners  came  to 
Boston,  the  inhabitants,  to  show  their  spirit  in  sup- 
port of  their  own  laws,  took  measures  to  have  them 
all  arrested  for  a breach  of  the  Saturday  evening  law; 
and  actually  brought  them  before  the  magistrate  for 
riotous  and  abusive  carriage.  When  Randolph,  in 
1684,  came  with  his  quo  warranto  against  their  char- 
ter, on  the  question  being  taken  in  town  meeting, 
“ whether  the  freemen  were  minded  that  the  Gen- 
eral Court  should  make  full  submission  and  entire 
resignation  of  their  charter,  and  of  the  privileges 
therein  granted,  to  his  Majesty’s  pleasure,”  — Boston 
resolved  in  the  negative,  without  a dissentient. 

In  1689,  the  tyranny  of  Andros,  the  Governor  ap- 
pointed by  James  the  Second,  having  become  insup- 
portable to  the  whole  country,  Boston  rose,  like  one 
man;  took  the  battery  on  Fort  Hill  by  assault  in  open 
day;  made  prisoners  of  the  king’s  Governor,  and 
the  Captain  of  the  king’s  frigate,  then  lying  in  the 
harbour;  and  restored,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
country,  the  authority  of  the  old  charter  leaders. 

By  accepting  the  charter  of  William  and  Mary,  in 
1692,  the  people  of  Massachusetts  first  yielded  their 
claims  of  independence  to  the  crown.  It  is  only 
requisite  to  read  the  official  account  of  the  agents  of 
the  colony,  to  perceive  both  the  resistance  they 
made  to  that  charter,  and  the  necessity  which 
compelled  their  acceptance  of  it.*  Those  agents 


*See  “A  brief  Account  concerning-  the  Agents  of  New  England, 
and  their  Negotiation  with  the  Court  of  England.  By  Increase 
Mather.”  London.  1691. 
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were  told  by  the  king’s  ministers,  that  they  “ must 
take  that  or  none; — that  “their  consent  to  it  was 
not  asked,”  — that  if  “they  would  not  submit  to  the 
king’s  pleasure  they  must  take  what  would  follow.” 

“ The  opinion  of  our  lawyers,”  say  the  agents,  “ was, 
that  a passive  submission  to  the  new,  was  not  a 
surrender  of  the  old  charter ; and  that  their  taking 
up  with  this  did  not  make  the  people  of  Massachu- 
setts, in  law,  uncapable  of  obtaining  all  their  old 
privileges,  whenever  a favorable  opportunity  should 
present  itself In  the  year  1776,  nearly  a century 
afterwards,  that  “ favorable  opportunity  did  present 
itself,”  and  the  people  of  Massachusetts,  in  conformity 
with  the  opinion  of  their  learned  counsel  and  faithful 
agents,  did  vindicate  and  obtain  all  their  “ old 
privileges  ” of  self-government. 

Under  the  new  colonial  government,  thus  authori- 
tatively imposed  upon  them,  arose  new  parties  and 
new  struggles  ; — prerogative  men,  earnest  for  a 
permanent  salary  for  the  king’s  governor;  — patriots, 
resisting  such  an  establishment,  and  indignant  at  the 
negative  exercised  by  that  officer. 

At  the  end  of  the  first  century  after  the  settlement, 
three  generations  of  men  had  passed  away.  For 
vigor,  boldness,  enterprise,  and  a self-sacrificing 
spirit,  Massachusetts  stood  unrivalled.*  She  had 
added  wealth  and  extensive  dominion  to  the  English 
crown.  She  had  turned  a barren  wilderness  into  a 
cultivated  field,  and  instead  of  barbarous  tribes  had 
planted  civilized  communities.  She  had  prevented 
France  from  taking  possession  of  the  whole  of  North 


* See  “ A Defence  of  the  New  England  Charters  by  Jeremiah 
Dummer,”  printed  in  1721. 
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America ; conquered  Port  Royal  and  Acadia  ; and 
attempted  the  conquest  of  Canada  with  a fleet  of 
thirty-two  sail  and  two  thousand  men.  At  one  time 
a fifth  of  her  whole  effective  male  population  was 
in  arms.  When  Nevis  was  plundered  by  Iberville, 
she  voluntarily  transmitted  two  thousand  pounds 
sterling  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  island. 
By  these  exertions  her  resources  were  exhausted, 
her  treasury  was  impoverished,  and  she  stood  bereft, 
and  “ alone  with  her  glory.” 

Boston  shared  in  the  embarassments  of  the  com- 
monwealth. Her  commerce  was  crippled  by  severe 
revenue  laws,  and  by  a depreciated  currency.  Her 
population  did  not  exceed  fifteen  thousand.  In 
September,  1730,  she  was  prevented  from  all  notice 
of  this  anniversary  by  the  desolations  of  the  small- 
pox. 

Notwithstanding  the  darkness  of  these  clouds, 
which  overhung  Massachusetts  and  its  metropolis  at 
the  close  of  the  first  century,  in  other  aspects  the 
dawn  of  a brighter  day  may  be  discerned.  The  ex- 
clusive policy  in  matters  of  religion,  to  which  the  state 
had  been  subjected,  began  gradually  to  give  place  to  a 
more  perfect  liberty.  Literature  was  exchanging  sub- 
tile metaphysics,  quaint  conceits,  and  unwieldy  lore, 
for  inartificial  reasoning,  simple  taste,  and  natural 
thought.  Dummer  defended  the  colony  in  language 
polished  in  the  society  of  Pope  and  of  Bolingbroke. 
Coleman,  Cooper,  Chauncy,  Bowdoin,  and  others  of 
that  constellation,  were  on  the  horizon.  By  their 
side  shone  the  star  of  Franklin;  its  early  brightness 
giving  promise  of  its  meridian  splendors.,  Even  now 
began  to  appear  signs  of  revolution.  Voices  of 
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complaint  and  murmur  were  heard  in  the  air.  “ Spir- 
its finely  touched  and  to  fine  issues,” — willing  and 
fearless, — breathing  unutterable  things,  flashed  along 
the  darkness.  In  the  sky  were  seen  streaming  lights, 
indicating  the  approach  of  luminaries  yet  below  the 
horizon  ; Adams,  Hancock,  Otis,  Warren  ; leaders 
of  a glorious  host;  — precursors  of  eventful  times; 

with  fear  of  change  perplexing  monarchs.” 

It  would  be  appropriate,  did  time  permit,  to 
speak  of  these  luminaries,  in  connexion  with  our 
revolution  ; to  trace  the  principles,  which  dictated 
the  first  emigration  of  the  founders  of  this  me- 
tropolis, through  the  several  stages  of  their  devel- 
opement ; and  to  show  that  the  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence, in  1776,  itself,  and  all  the  struggles  which 
preceded  it,  and  all  the  voluntary  sacrifices,  the  self- 
devotion,  and  the  sufferings,  to  which  the  people  of 
that  day  submitted,  for  the  attainment  of  indepen- 
dence, were,  so  far  as  respects  Massachusetts,  but 
the  natural  and  inevitable  consequences  of  the  terms 
of  that  noble  engagement,  made  by  our  ancestors,  in 
August,  1 629,  the  year  before  their  emigration ; — 
which  may  well  be  denominated,  from  its  early  and 
later  results,  the  first  and  original  declaration  of 
independence  by  Massachusetts. 

“ By  God^s  assistance,  we  will  be  ready  in  our  per- 
sons, and  until  such  of  our  families  as  are  to  go  with 
us,  to  embark  for  the  said  plantation  by  the  first  of 
March  next,  to  pass  the  seas  ( under  God^s  protection) 
to  inhabit  and  continue  in  JYew  England,  Provided 
always,  that  before  the  last  of  September  next,  the 

WHOLE  GOVERNMENT,  TOGETHER  WITH  THE  PATENT, 
BE  FIRST  LEGALLY  TRANSFERRED  AND  ESTABLISHED, 
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TO  REMAIN  WITH  US  AND  OTHERS,  WHICH  SHALL 

INHABIT  THE  SAID  PLANTATION.”  — Gencroiis  reso- 
lution ! Noble  foresight ! Sublime  self-devotion ; 
chastened  and  directed  by  a wisdom,  faithful  and 
prospective  of  distant  consequences  ! Well  may  we 
exclaim  — “This  policy  overtopped  all  the  policy  of 
this  world.” 

For  the  advancement  of  the  three  great  objects 
which  were  the  scope  of  the  policy  of  our  ances- 
tors,— intellectual  power,  religious  liberty,  and  civil 
liberty, — Boston  has  in  no  period  been  surpassed, 
either  in  readiness  to  incur,  or  in  energy  to  make  use- 
ful, personal  or  pecuniary  sacrifices.  She  provided  for 
the  education  of  her  citizens  out  of  the  general  fund, 
antecedently  to  the  law  of  the  Commonwealth  making 
such  provision  imperative.  Nor  can  it  be  questioned, 
that  her  example  and  influence  had  a decisive  effect 
in  producing  that  law.  An  intelligent  generosity 
has  been  conspicuous  among  her  inhabitants  on 
this  subject,  from  the  day  when,  in  1635,  they 
“ entreated  our  brother  Philemon  Pormont  to  be- 
come schoolmaster,  for  the  teaching  and  nurturing 
children  with  us,”  to  this  hour,  when  what  is  equiva- 
lent to  a capital  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  is  invested  in  school-houses,  eighty 


* See  “ A true  coppie  of  the  agreement  at  Cambridge,  1629,”  in 
Hutchinson’s  “ Collection  of  Original  Papers  relative  to  the  History  of 
the  Colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay,”  page  25,  signed  by 

Richard  Saltonstall,  Isaac  Johnson, 
Thomas  Dudley,  John  Humfrey, 

William  Vassal,  'Thomas  Sharp, 

Nicko:  West,  Increase  Nowell, 

John  Winthrop,  William  Pynchon, 

Kellam  Browne,  William  Colbron. 
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schools  are  maintained,  and  seven  thousand  and  five 
hundred  children  educated  at  an  expense  exceeding 
annually  sixty-five  thousand  dollars.  No  city  in 
the  world,  in  proportion  to  its  means  and  population, 
ever  gave  more  uniform  and  unequivocal  evidences 
of  its  desire  to  diffuse  intellectual  power  and  moral 
culture  though  the  whole  mass  of  the  communi- 
ty. The  result  is  every  day  witnessed,  at  home 
and  abroad,  in  private  intercourse  and  in  the  public 
assembly;  in  a quiet  and  orderly  demeanor,  in  the  self- 
respect  and  mutual  harmony  prevalent  among  its  citi- 
zens ; in  the  general  comfort  which  characterizes 
their  condition  ; in  their  submission  to  the  laws  ; and 
in  that  wonderful  capacity  for  self-government  which 
postponed  for  almost  two  centuries,  a city  organiza- 
tion ; — and  this,  even  then,  was  adopted  more  with 
reference  to  anticipated,  than  from  experience  of 
existing  evils.  During  the  whole  of  that  period,  and 
even  after  its  population  exceeded  fifty  thousand,  its 
financial,  economical,  and  municipal  interests  were 
managed,  either  by  general  vote,  or  by  men  appoint- 
ed by  the  whole  multitude ; and  with  a regularity, 
wisdom,  and  success,  which  it  Avill  be  happy  if  future 
administrations  shall  equal,  and  which  certainly  they 
will  find  it  difficult  to  exceed. 

The  influence  of  the  institutions  of  our  fathers  is 
also  apparent  in  that  munificence  towards  objects  of 
public  interest  or  charity,  for  which,  in  every  period 
of  its  history,  the  citizens  of  Boston  have  been  dis- 
tinguished, and  which,  by  universal  consent,  is  re- 
cognised to  be  a prominent  feature  in  their  character. 
To  no  city  has  Boston  ever  been  second  in  its  spirit 
of  liberality.  From  the  first  settlement  of  the 
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country  to  this  day,  it  has  been  a point  to  which 
have  tended  applications  for  assistance  or  relief,  on 
account  of  suffering  or  misfortune  ; for  the  patronage 
of  colleges,  the  endowment  of  schools,  the  erection  of 
churches,  and  the  spreading  of  learning  and  religion, — 
from  almost  every  section  of  the  United  States.  Sel- 
dom have  the  hopes  of  any  worthy  applicant  been  dis- 
appointed. The  benevolent  and  public  spirit  of  its 
inhabitants  is  also  evidenced  by  its  hospitals,  its  asy- 
lums, public  libraries,  almshouses,  charitable  associa- 
tions,— in  its  patronage  of  the  neighbouring  Univer- 
sity, and  in  its  subscriptions  for  general  charities. 

It  is  obviously  impracticable  to  give  any  just  idea 
of  the  amount  of  these  charities.  They  flow  from 
virtues  which  seek  the  shade  and  shun  record.  They 
are  silent  and  secret  out-wellings  of  grateful  hearts, 
desirous  unostentatiously  to  acknowledge  the  bounty 
of  Heaven  in  their  prosperity  and  abundance.  The 
result  of  inquiries,  necessarily  imperfect,  however,  au- 
thorize the  statement,  that,  in  the  records  of  societies 
having  for  their  objects  either  learning  or  some  pub- 
lic charity,  or  in  documents  in  the  hands  of  individ- 
uals relative  to  contributions  for  the  relief  of  suffer- 
ing, or  the  patronage  of  distinguished  merit  or  talent, 
there  exists  evidence  of  the  liberality  of  the  citizens  of 
this  metropolis,  and  that  chiefly  within  the  last  thirty 
years,  of  an  amount,  by  voluntary  donation  or  bequest, 
exceeding  one  million  and  eight  hundred  thousand 
dollars.*  Far  short  as  this  sum  falls  of  the  real  amount 
obtained  within  that  period  from  the  liberality  of  our 
citizens,  it  is  yet  enough  to  make  evident,  that  the 


* See  Note  H. 
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best  spirit  of  the  institutions  of  our  ancestors  survives 
in  the  hearts,  and  is  exhibited  in  the  lives,  of  the 
citizens  of  Boston  ; inspiring  love  of  country  and  du- 
ty ; stimulating  to  the  active  virtues  of  benevolence 
and  charity  ; exciting  wealth  and  power  to  their  best 
exercises ; counteracting  what  is  selfish  in  our  na- 
ture ; and  elevating  the  moral  and  social  virtues  to 
wise  sacrifices  and  noble  energies. 

With  respect  to  religious  liberty,  where  does  it 
exist  in  a more  perfect  state,  than  in  this  metropo- 
lis 1 Or  where  has  it  ever  been  enjoyed  in  a purer 
spirit,  or  with  happier  consequences  ? In  what  city 
of  equal  population  are  all  classes  of  society  more 
distinguished  for  obedience  to  the  institutions  of  re- 
ligion, for  regular  attendance  on  its  worship,  for  more 
happy  intercourse  with  its  ministers,  or  more  uni- 
formly honorable  support  of  them?  In  all  struggles 
connected  with  religious  liberty,  and  these  are  in- 
separable from  its  possession,  it  may  be  said  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  city,  as  truly  as  of  any  similar  as- 
sociation of  men,  that  they  have  ever  maintained  the 
freedom  of  the  Gospel  in  the  spirit  of  Christianity. 
Divided  into  various  sects,  their  mutual  intercourse 
has,  almost  without  exception,  been  harmonious  and 
respectful.  The  labors  of  intemperate  zealots,  with 
which,  occasionally,  every  age  has  been  troubled,  have 
seldom,  in  this  metropolis,  been  attended  with  their 
natural  and  usual  consequences.  Its  sects  have  nev- 
er been  made  to  fear  or  hate  one  another.  The  ge- 
nius of  its  inhabitants,  through  the  influence  of  the 
intellectual  power  which  pervades  their  mass,  has 
ever  been  quick  to  detect  “ close  ambition  varnished 
o’er  with  zeal.”  The  modes,  the  forms,  the  disci- 
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pline,  the  opinions,  which  our  ancestors  held  to  be 
essential,  have,  in  many  respects,  been  changed  or 
obliterated  with  the  progress  of  time,  or  been  coun- 
tervailed or  superseded  by  rival  forms  and  opinions. 
But  veneration  for  the  sacred  Scriptures  and  attach- 
ment to  the  right  of  free  inquiry,  which  were  the  sub- 
stantial motives  of  their  emigration  and  of  all  their  in- 
stitutions, remain,  and  are  maintained  in  a Christian 
spirit,  (judging  by  life  and  language)  certainly  not  ex- 
ceeded in  the  times  of  any  of  our  ancestors.  The  right 
to  read  those  Scriptures  is  universally  recognised. 
The  means  to  acquire  the  possession  and  to  attain  the 
knowledge  of  them  are  multiplied  by  the  intelligence 
and  liberality  of  the  age,  and  extended  to  every  class 
of  society.  All  men  are  invited  to  search  for  them- 
selves concerning  the  grounds  of  their  hopes  of  future 
happiness  and  acceptance.  All  are  permitted  to 
hear  from  the  lips  of  our  Saviour  himself,  that  “ the 
meek,”  ‘‘  the  merciful,”  “ the  pure  in  heart,”  the 
persecuted  for  righteousness’  sake,”  are  those  who 
shall  receive  the  blessing,  and  be  admitted  to  the 
presence,  of  the  Eternal  Father;  and  to  be  assured 
from  those  sacred  records,  that,  “ in  every  nation,  he 
who  feareth  God  and  worketh  righteousness  is  ac- 
cepted of  him.”  Elevated  by  the  power  of  these 
sublime  assurances,  as  conformable  to  reason  as  to 
revelation,  man’s  intellectual  principle  rises  ‘‘  above 
the  smoke  and  stir  of  this  dim  spot,”  and,  like  an 
eagle  soaring  above  the  Andes,  looks  down  on  the 
cloudy  cliffs,  the  narrow,  separating  points,  and  fla- 
ming craters,  which  divide  and  terrify  men  below. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary,  on  this  occasion,  to  speak 
of  civil  liberty,  or  tell  of  our  constitutions  of  govern- 
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merit ; of  the  freedom  they  maintain  and  are  calculated 
to  preserve  ; of  the  equality  they  establish  ; the  self- 
respect  they  encourage  ; the  private  and  domestic  vir- 
tues they  cherish  ; the  love  of  country  they  inspire ; 
the  self-devotion  and  self-sacrifice  they  enjoin;  — 
all  these  are  but  the  filling  up  of  the  great  out- 
line sketched  by  our  fathers,  the  parts  in  which, 
through  the  darkness  and  perversity  of  their  times, 
they  were  defective,  being  corrected  ; all  are  but  en- 
deavours, conformed  to  their  great,  original  concep- 
tion, to  group  together  the  strength  of  society  and  the 
religious  and  civil  rights  of  the  individual,  in  a living 
and  breathing  spirit  of  efficient  power,  by  forms 
of  civil  government,  adapted  to  our  condition,  and 
adjusted  to  social  relations  of  unexampled  greatness 
and  extent,  unparalleled  in  their  results,  and  connect- 
ed by  principles  elevated  as  the  nature  of  man,  and 
immortal  as  his  destinies. 

It  is  not,  however,  from  local  position,  nor  from 
general  circumstances  of  life  and  fortune,  that  the 
peculiar  felicity  of  this  metropolis  is  to  be  deduced. 
Her  enviable  distinction  is,  that  she  is  among  the 
chiefest  of  that  happy  New  England  family,  which 
claims  descent  from  the  early  emigrants.  If  we  take 
a survey  of  that  family,  and,  excluding  from  our  view" 
the  unnumbered  multitudes  of  its  members  who  have 
occupied  the  vacant  wildernesses  of  other  states,  we 
restrict  our  thoughts  to  the  local  sphere  of  New 
England,  what  scenes  open  upon  our  sight ! How 
wild  and  visionary  would  seem  our  prospects,  did 
we  indulge  only  natural  anticipations  of  the  fu- 
ture ! Already,  on  an  area  of  seventy  thousand 
square  miles,  a population  of  two  millions  ; all,  but 
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comparatively  a few,  descendants  of  the  early  emi- 
grants ! Six  independent  Commonwealths,  with  con- 
stitutions varying  in  the  relations  and  proportions  of 
power,  yet  uniform  in  all  their  general  principles  ; 
diverse  in  their  political  arrangements,  yet  each 
sufficient  for  its  own  necessities ; all  harmonious 
with  those  without,  and  peaceful  within ; embra- 
cing, under  the  denomination  of  toivns,  upwards 
of  twelve  hundred  effective  republics,  with  quali- 
fied powders,  indeed,  but  possessing  potent  influ- 
ences ; — subject  themselves  to  the  respective  state 
sovereignties,  yet  directing  all  their  operations,  and 
shaping  their  policy  by  constitutional  agencies  ; 
swayed,  no  less  than  the  greater  republics,  by  pas- 
sions, interests,  and  -affections  ; like  them,  exciting 
competitions  which  rouse  into  action  the  latent  ener- 
gies of  mind,  and  infuse  into  the  mass  of  each  so- 
ciety a knowledge  of  the  nature  of  its  interests,  and  a 
capacity  to  understand  and  share  in  the  defence  of 
those  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  effect  of  these 
minor  republics  is  daily  seen  in  the  existence  of 
practical  talents,  and  in  the  readiness  with  which 
those  talents  can  be  called  into  the  public  service  of 
the  state. 

If,  after  this  general  survey  of  the  surface  of  New^ 
England,  we  cast  our  eyes  on  its 'cities  and  great 
towns,  with  what  w^onder  should  we  behold,  did  not 
familiarity  render  the  phenomenon  almost  unnoticed, 
men,  combined  in  great  multitudes,  possessing  free- 
dom and  the  consciousness  of  strength,  — the  com- 
parative physical  power  of  the  ruler  less  than  that 
of  a cobweb  across  a lion’s  path,  — yet  orderly,  obe- 
dient, and  respectful  to  authority  ; a people,  but 
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no  populace ; every  class  in  reality  existing,  which  the 
general  law  of  society  acknowledges,  except  one, — 
and  this  exception  characterizing  the  whole  country* 
The  soil  of  New  England  is  trodden  by  no  slave. 
In  our  streets,  in  our  assemblies,  in  the  halls  of  elec- 
tion and  legislation,  men  of  every  rank  and  condition 
meet,  and  unite  or  divide  on  other  principles,  and  are 
actuated  by  other  motives,  than  those  growing  out 
of  such  distinctions.  The  fears  and  jealousies,  which 
in  other  countries  separate  classes  of  men  and  make 
them  hostile  to  each  other,  have  here  no  influence,  or 
a very  limited  one.  Each  individual,  of  whatever  con- 
dition, has  the  consciousness  of  living  under  known 
laws,  which  secure  equal  rights,  and  guarantee  to  each 
whatever  portion  of  the  goods  of  life,  be  it  great  or 
small,  chance,  or  talent,  or  industry  may  have  be- 
stowed. All  perceive  that  the  honors  and  rewards  of 
society  are  open  equally  to  the  fair  competition  of 
all ; that  the  distinctions  of  wealth,  or  of  power,  are 
not  fixed  in  families;  that  whatever  of  this  nature 
exists  to-day,  may  be  changed  to-morrow,  or,  in  a 
coming  generation,  be  absolutely  reversed.  Com- 
mon principles,  interests,  hopes,  and  affections,  are 
the  result  of  universal  education.  Such  are  the  con- 
sequences of  the  equality  of  rights,  and  of  the  provis- 
ions for  the  general  diffusion  of  knowledge  and  the 
distribution  of  intestate  estates,  established  by  the 
laws  framed  by  the  earliest  emigrants  to  New  England. 

If  from  our  cities  we  turn  to  survey  the  wide 
expanse  of  the  interior,  how  do  the  effects  of  the  in- 
stitutions and  example  of  our  early  ancestors  appear, 
in  all  the  local  comfort  and  accommodation  which 
mark  the  general  condition  of  the  whole  coun- 
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try ; — unobtrusive  indeed,  but  substantial ; in  noth- 
ing splendid,  but  in  every  thing  sufficient  and  satis- 
factory. Indications  of  active  talent  and  practical 
energy  exist  every  where.  With  a soil  compara- 
tively little  luxuriant,  and  in  great  proportion  either 
rock,  or  hill,  or  sand,  the  skill  and  industry  of 
man  are  seen  triumphing  over  the  obstacles  of  na- 
ture ; making  the  rock  the  guardian  of  the  field ; 
moulding  the  granite,  as  though  it  were  clay  ; leading 
cultivation  to  the  hill-top,  and  spreading  over  the 
arid  plain,  hitherto  unknown  and  unanticipated  har- 
vests. The  lofty  mansion  of  the  prosperous  adjoins 
the  lowly  dwelling  of  the  husbandman  ; their  respec- 
tive inmates  are  in  the  daily  interchange  of  civili- 
ty, sympathy,  and  respect.  Enterprise  and  skill, 
which  once  held  chief  affinity  with  the  ocean  or 
the  sea-board,  now  begin  to  delight  the  interior, 
haunting  our  rivers,  where  the  music  of  the  wa- 
terfall, with  powers  more  attractive  than  those  of 
the  fabled  harp  of  Orpheus,  collects  around  it  intel- 
lectual man  and  material  nature.  Towns  and  cities, 
civilized  and  happy  communities,  rise,  like  exhala- 
tions, on  rocks  and  in  forests,  till  the  deep  and  far- 
resounding  voice  of  the  neighbouring  torrent  is  itself 
lost  and  unheard,  amid  the  predominating  noise  of  ' 
successful  and  rejoicing  labor. 

What  lessons  has  New  England,  in  every  period  of 
her  history,  given  to  the  world  ! What  lessons  do  her 
condition  and  example  still  give ! How  unprecedent- 
ed ; yet  how  practical ! How  simple  ; yet  how  pow- 
erful ! She  has  proved,  that  all  the  variety  of  Chris- 
tian sects  may  live  together  in  harmony,  under  a 
government,  which  allows  equal  privileges  to  all,  — 
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exclusive  pre-eminence  to  none.  She  has  proved,  that 
ignorance  among  the  multitude  is  not  necessary  to 
order,  but  that  the  surest  basis  of  perfect  order  is  the 
information  of  the  people.  She  has  proved  the  old 
maxim,  that  ‘‘no  government,  except  a despotism 
with  a standing  army,  can  subsist  where  the  peo- 
ple have  arms,”  is  false.  Ever  since  the  first  set- 
tlement of  the  country,  arms  have  been  required  to 
be  in  the  hands  of  the  whole  multitude  of  New  Eng- 
land ; yet  the  use  of  them  in  a private  quarrel,  if  it 
have  ever  happened,  is  so  rare,  that  a late  writer,  of 
great  intelligence,  who  had  passed  his  whole  life  in 
New  England,  and  possessed  extensive. means  of  in- 
formation, declares,  “ I know  not  a single  instance  of 
it.”  * She  has  proved,  that  a people,  of  a character 
essentially  military,  may  subsist  without  duelling. 
New  England  has,  at  all  times,  been  distinguished, 
both  on  the  land  and  on  the  ocean,  for  a daring,  fear- 
less, and  enterprising  spirit;  yet  the  same  writer  f as- 
serts, that  during  the  whole  period  of  her  existence, 
her  soil  has  been  disgraced  but  by  five  duels,  and 
that  only  two  of  these  were  fought  by  her  native  in- 
habitants ! Perhaps  this  assertion  is  not  minute- 
ly correct.  There  can  however  be  no  question,  that 
it  is  sufficiently  near  the  truth  to  justify  the  position 
for  which  it  is  here  adduced,  and  which  the  history 
of  New  England,  as  well  as  the  experience  of  her  in- 
habitants, abundantly  confirms ; that,  in  the  present 
and  in  every  past  age,  the  spirit  of  our  institutions 


* See  “ Travels  in  New  England  and  New  York,  by  Timothy  Dwight, 
s.  T.  D,,  LL.  D.,  late  President  of  Yale  College.”  Vol.  iv.  p.  334. 
t Ibid.  p.  336. 
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has,  to  every  important  practical  purpose,  annihilated 
the  spirit  of  duelling. 

Such  are  the  true  glories  of  the  institutions  of  our 
fathers  ! Such  the  natural  fruits  of  that  patience  in 
toil,  that  frugality  of  disposition,  that  temperance  of 
habit,  that  general  diffusion  of  knowledge,  and  that 
sense  of  religious  responsibility,  inculcated  by  the 
precepts,  and  exhibited  in  the  example  of  every  gen- 
eration of  our  ancestors ! 

And  now,  standing  at  this  hour  on  the  dividing  line 
which  separates  the  ages  that  are  past,  from  those 
which  are  to  come,  how  solemn  is  the  thought,  that 
not  one  of  this  vast  assembly  — not  one  of  that  great 
multitude  who  now  throng  our  streets,  rejoice  in  our 
fields,  and  make  our  hills  echo  with  their  gratulations, 
shall  live  to  witness  the  next  return  of  the  era  we 
this  day  celebrate  ! The  dark  veil  of  futurity  conceals 
from  human  sight  the  fate  of  cities  and  nations,  as 
well  as  of  individuals.  Man  passes  away  ; genera- 
tions are  but  shadows ; — there  is  nothing  stable  but 
truth ; principles  only  are  immortal. 

What  then,  in  conclusion  of  this  great  topic,  are  the 
elements  of  the  liberty,  prosperity,  and  safety,  which 
the  inhabitants  of  New  England  at  this  day  enjoy?  In 
what  language,  and  concerning  what  comprehensive 
truths,  does  the  wisdom  of  former  times  address  the 
inexperience  of  the  future  1 

Those  elements  are  simple,  obvious,  and  familiar. 

Every  civil  and  religious  blessing  of  New  England, 
all  that  here  gives  happiness  to  human  life,  or  se- 
curity to  human  virtue,  is  alone  to  be  perpetuated 
in  the  forms  and  under  the  auspices  of  a free  com- 
monwealth. 
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The  commonwealth  itself  has  no  other  strength  or 
hope,  than  the  intelligence  and  virtue  of  the  individ- 
uals that  compose  it. 

For  the  intelligence  and  virtue  of  individuals, 
there  is  no  other  human  assurance  than  laws,  provid- 
ing for  the  education  of  the  whole  people. 

These  laws  themselves  have  no  strength,  or  efficient 
sanction,  except  in  the  moral  and  accountable  nature 
of  man,  disclosed  in  the  records  of  the  Christian’s  faith ; 
the  right  to  read,  to  construe,  and  to  judge  concerning 
which,  belongs  to  no  class  or  cast  of  men,  but  ex- 
clusively to  the  individual,  who  must  stand  or  fall 
by  his  own  acts  and  his  own  faith,  and  not  by  those 
of  another. 

The  great  comprehensive  truths,  written  in  letters 
of  living  light  on  every  page  of  our  history,  — the 
language  addressed  by  every  past  age  of  New  Eng- 
land to  all  future  ages  is  this  ; — Human  happiness  has 
no  perfect  security  hut  freedom; — freedom  none  hut 
virtue;  — virtue  none  hut  knowledge  ; and  neither  free- 
dom^ nor  virtue,  nor  knowledge  has  any  vigor,  or  im- 
mortal hope,  except  in  the  principles  of  the  Christian 
faith,  and  in  the  sanctions  of  the  Christian  religion. 


Men  of  Massachusetts  ! Citizens  of  Boston  ! de- 
scendants of  the  early  emigrants ! consider  your 
blessings;  consider  your  duties.  You  have  an  in- 
heritance acquired  by  the  labors  and  sufferings  of 
six  successive  generations  of  ancestors.  They  found- 
ed the  fabric  of  your  prosperity,  in  a severe  and 
masculine  morality ; having  intelligence  for  its  ce- 
ment, and  religion  for  its  ground-work.  Continue  to 
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build  on  the  same  foundation,  and  by  the  same 
principles ; let  the  extending  temple  of  your  coun- 
try’s freedom  rise,  in  the  spirit  of  ancient  times,  in 
proportions  of  intellectual  and  moral  architecture,  — 
just,  simple,  and  sublime.  As  from  the  first  to  this 
day,  let  New  England  continue  to  be  an  example  to 
the  world,  of  the  blessings  of  a free  government, 
and  of  the  means  and  capacity  of  man  to  maintain 
it.  And,  in  all  times  to  come,  as  in  all  times  past, 
may  Boston  be  among  the  foremost  and  the  boldest 
to  exemplify  and  uphold  whatever  constitutes  the 
prosperity,  the  happiness,  and  the  glory  of  New  Eng- 
land. 


NOTES. 


Note  A.,  page  9. 

Bostonais.  The  name  is  thus  applied,  at  this  day,  by  the  Cana- 
dian French.  During  our  revolutionary  war,  Americans  from  the 
United  States  were  thus  designated  in  France.  Nor  was  the  cus- 
tom wholly  discontinued  even  as  late  as  the  year  1795.  We 
may  remark,”  says  a writer  in  the  Collections  of  the  Massachusetts 
Historical  Society,  (Vol.  vi,  First  Series,  p.  69,)  “ that  Boston  was 
not  only  the  capital  of  Massachusetts,  but  the  town  most  cele- 
brated of  any  in  North  America.  Its  trade  was  extensive  ; and 
the  name  often  stands  for  the  country  in  old  author sJ’^ 

Note  B.,  page  22. 

The  testimony  of  Chalmers,  in  his  “ Political  Annals  of  the  United 
Colonies,”  to  the  early  and  undeviating  spirit  of  independence 
which  actuated  the  first  emigrants  to  Massachusetts,  is  constant, 
unequivocal,  and  conclusive.  Those  Annals  were  written  during 
the  American  revolution,  and  published  in  the  year  1780,  in  the 
heat  of  that  controversy,  and  under  the  auspices  of  the  British 
government.  A few  extracts  from  that  work,  tending  to  show  the 
pertinacious  spirit  of  independence  which  characterized  our  an- 
cestors, and  corroborative  of  the  position  maintained  in  the  text, 
cannot  fail  to  be  interesting. 

“ The  Charter  of  Charles  the  First,  obtained  in  March,  1628-9, 
was  the  only  one  which  Massachusetts  possessed  prior  to  the  revo- 
lution of  1688,  and  contained  its  most  ancient  privileges.  On  this 
was  most  dexterously  engrafted,  not  only  the  original  government 
of  that  colony,  hut  even  independence  itself'^ — Book  I.  c.  vi.  p.  136. 

“ The  nature  of  their  government  was  now  (1634)  changed  by 
a variety  of  regulations,  the  legality  of  which  cannot  easily  be 
supported  by  any  other  than  those  principles  of  independence. 
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which  sprang  up  among  them,  and  have  at  all  times  governed  their 
actions'^ — Book  I.  p.  158. 

Concerning  the  confederation  entered  into  by  the  United  Colo- 
nies of  New  England  in  1643,  Chalmers  thus  expresses  himself. 

The  most  inattentive  must  perceive  the  exact  resemblance 
that  confederation  bears  to  a similar  junction  of  the  colonies,  more 
recent  [that  of  1775],  extensive,  and  powerful.  Both  originated 
from  Blassachusetts,  always  fruitful  in  projects  of  independence. 
"Wise  men,  at  the  era  of  both,  remarked,  that  those  memorable  asso- 
ciations established  a complete  system  of  absolute  sovereignty , 
because  the  principles  upon  which  it  was  erected  necessarily  led 

TO  WHAT  IT  WAS  NOT  THE  POLICY  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  AGENTS 
AT  EITHER  PERIOD  TO  AVOW  ! 

“ The  principles,  upon  which  this  famous  association  [that  of 
1643]  was  formed,  were  altogether  those  of  independency,  and  it 
cannot  easily  be  supported  on  any  other.  The  consent  of  the 
governing  powers  in  England  was  never  applied  for  and  was  never 
given.” — Book  I.  c.  viii.  pp.  177,  178. 

“ Principles  of  aggrandisement  seem  constantly  to  have  been 
had  in  view  by  Massachusetts,  as  the  only  rule  of  its  conduct.”  — 
Book  I.  p.  180. 

“ Massachusetts,  in  conformity  to  its  accustomed  principles,  act- 
ed, during  the  civil  wars,  almost  altogether  as  an  independent 
state.  It  formed  leagues,  not  only  with  the  neighbouring  colonies, 
but  with  foreign  nations,  without  the  consent  or  knowledge  of  the 
government  of  England.  It  permitted  no  appeals  from  its  courts 
to  the  judicatories  of  the  sovereign  state,  without  which  a depen- 
dence cannot  be  preserved  or  enforced ; and  it  refused  to  exercise 
its  jurisdiction  in  the  name  of  the  commonwealth  of  England.  It 
assumed  the  government  of  that  part  of  New  England,  which  is 
now  called  New  Hampshire,  and  even  extended  its  power  farther 
eastward  over  the  Province  of  Maine  ; and,  by  force  of  arms  it 
compelled  those,  who  had  fled  from  its  persecutions  beyond  its 
boundaries  into  the  wilderness,  to  submit  to  its  authority.  It 
erected  a mint  at  Boston,  impressing  the  year  1652  on  the  coin, 
as  the  era  of  independence.  Though,  as  we  are  assured,  the  coin- 
ing of  money  is  the  prerogative  of  the  sovereign,  and  not  the  privi- 
lege of  a colony.” 

“ The  practice  was  continued  till  the  dissolution  of  its  govern- 
ment ; thus  evincing  to  all  what  had  been  foreseen  by  the  wise. 
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that  a people  of  such  principles,  religious  and  political^  settling  at 
so  great  a distance  from  control,  would  necessarily  form  an  inde- 
pendent stated  — Book  I.  c.  viii.  p.  181. 

“ The  committee  of  state  of  the  long  parliament,  having  resolved 
to  oblige  Massachusetts  to  acknowledge  their  authority,  by  taking 
a new  patent  from  them  and  by  keeping  its  courts  in  their  name, 
that  colony,  according  to  its  wonted  policy,  by  petition  and  remon- 
strance, declaring  the  love  they  bore  the  parliament,  the  sufferings 
they  had  endured  in  their  cause,  and  their  readiness  to  stand  or  fall 
with  them,  and  by  flattering  Cromwell,  prevailed  so  far  as  that  the 
requisitions  abovementioned  were  never  complied  with,  and  the 
General  Court  consequently  gained  the  point  in  the  controversy.” — 
Book  I.  c.  viii.  pp.  184,  185. 

“ But  Massachusetts  did  not  only  thus  artfully  foil  the  parlia- 
ment, but  it  out-fawned  and  out-witted  Cromwell.  They  declined 
his  invitation  to  assist  his  fleet  and  army,  destined  to  attack  the 
Dutch  at  Manhattan  in  1653,  and  acknowledging  the  continued 
series  of  his  favors  to  the  colonies,  told  him,  that,  “ having  been  ex- 
ercised ivith  serious  thoughts  of  its  duty  at  that  juncture,  which 
were,  that  it  was  most  agreeable  to  the  gospel  of  peace  and  safest 
for  the  plantations  to  forbear  the  use  of  the  sword,  if  it  had 
been  misled,  it  humbly  craved  his  pardon.”  — Book  I.  c.  viii, 
p.  185. 

“ The  address  of  Massachusetts  abovementioned,  it  should  seem, 
gave  perfect  satisfaction  to  Cromwell.  Its  winning  courtship  seems 
to  have  captivated  his  rugged  heart,  and,  notwithstanding  a varie- 
ty of  complaints  were  made  to  him  against  that  colony,  so  strong 
were  his  attachments,  that  all  attempts,  either  to  obtain  redress,  or 
to  prejudice  it  in  his  esteem,  were  to  no  purpose.  Thus  did  Mas- 
sachusetts, by  the  prudence  or  vigor  of  its  councils,  triumph  over 
its  opponents  abroad.”  — Book  I.  c.  viii.  p.  188. 

“ After  the  death  of  Cromwell,  Massachusetts  acted  with  a cau- 
tious neutrality.  She  refused  to  acknowledge  the  authority  of 
Richard  any  more  than  that  of  the  Parliament  or  Protector,  be- 
cause all  submission  would  have  been  inconsistent  with  her 

INDEPENDENCE.” 

“ She  heard  the  tidings  of  the  restoration  with  that  scrupulous 
incredulity,  with  which  men  listen  to  news  which  they  wish  not  to 
be  true.”  — Book  I.  c.  x.  p.  249. 
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‘^Prince  Charles  the  Second  had  received  so  many  proofs  of  the  at- 
tachment of  the  colonies,  during  the  season  of  trial,  New  England 
only  excepted,  that  he  judged  rightly,  when  he  presumed  they  would 
listen  to  the  news  of  his  restoration  with  pleasure,  and  submit  to 
his  just  authority  wdth  alacrity.  Nor  was  he  in  the  least  deceived. 
They  proclaimed  his  accession  with  a joy  in  proportion  to  their 
recollection  of  their  late  sufferings,  and  to  their  hope  of  future 
blessings.  Of  the  recent  conduct  of  Massachusetts,  he  was  well  in- 
structed ; he  foresaw  what  really  happened,  that  it  would  receive  the 
tidings  of  his  good  fortune  with  extreme  coldness ; he  was  informed 
of  the  proceedings  of  a society  which  assembled  at  Cooper’s  Hall,  in 
order  to  promote  its  interests,  and  with  them,  the  good  old  cause  of 
enmity  to  regal  power.  And  in  May,  1061,  he  appointed  the  great 
officers  of  state  a committee,  ‘ touching  the  affairs  of  New  Eng- 
land.’ That  Prince  and  that  colony  mutually  hated  and  contemned 
and  feared  each  other,  during  his  reign,  because  the  one  suspected 
its  principles  of  attachment,  and  the  other  dreaded  an  invasion  of 
its  privileges.” — Book  I.  p.  243. 

“ The  same  vessel  which  brought  king  Charles’s  proclamation  to 
Boston,  in  1060,  brought  also  Whalley  and  Goffe,  two  of  the  regi- 
cides. Far  from  concealing  themselves,  they  were  received  very 
courteously  by  Governor  Endicott,  and  with  universal  regard  by  the 
people  of  New  England.  Of  this  conduct,  Charles  the  Second,  was 
perfectly  informed,  and  with  it  he  afterwards  reproached  Massa- 
chusetts.”— Book  I.  c.  X.  pp.  249,  250. 

The  General  Court  soon  turned  its  attention  to  a subject  of 
higher  concernment ; the  present  condition  of  affairs.  In  order 
rightly  to  understand  that  duty  which  the  people  owed  to  them- 
selves, and  that  obedience  which  was  due  to  the  authority  of  Eng- 
land, a committee  at  length  reported  a declaration  of  rights  and  du- 
ties, which  at  once  shows  the  extent  of  their  claims,  and  their  dex- 
terity at  involving  what  they  wished  to  conceal.  The  General 
Court  resolved,  — ‘That  the  patent  (under  God)  was  the  first  and 
main  foundation  of  the  civil  polity  of  that  colony;  that  the  Govern- 
or and  Company  are,  by  the  patent,  a body  politic,  which  is  vested 
with  power  to  make  freemen  ; that  they  have  authority  to  chose  a 
governor,  deputy-governor,  assistants,  and  select  representatives ; 
that  this  government  hath  ability  to  set  up  all  kinds  of  offices  ; that 
the  governor,  deputy-governor,  assistants,  and  select  deputies, 
have  full  jurisdiction,  both  legislative  and  executive,  for  the  govern- 
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ment  of  the  people  here,  without  appeals,  ‘ excepting  law  or  laws 
repugnant  to  the  laws  of  England  ’ ; that  this  company  is  privi- 
leged to  defend  itself  against  all  who  shall  attempt  its  annoyance  ; 
that  any  imposition,  prejudicial  to  the  country,  contrary  to  any  of 
its  just  ordinances  (not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  England),  is  an 
infringement  of  its  rights.’  — Having  thus  with  a genuine  air  of 
sovereignty,  by  its  own  act,  established  its  own  privileges,  it  decid- 
ed ‘ concerning  its  duties  and  allegiance  ’ ; and  these  were  de- 
clared to  consist  in  upholding  that  colony  as  of  right  belonging  to 
his  Majesty,  and  not  subject  to  any  foreign  potentate  ; in  preserving 
his  person  and  dominions  ; in  settling  the  peace  and  prosperity  of 
the  king  and  nation,  by  punishing  crimes,  and  by  propagating  the 
gospel.  It  was  at  the  same  time  determined,  that  the  royal  warrant 
for  apprehending  Whalley  and  Golfe  ought  to  be  faithfully  execut- 
ed ; that  if  any  legally  obnoxious,  and  fleeing  from  the  civil  justice 
of  the  state  of  England,  shall  come  over  to  these  parts,  they  may 
not  expect  shelter.’  What  a picture  do  these  resolutions  display 
of  the  embarrassments  of  the  General  Court,  between  its  principles 
of  independence  on  the  one  hand,  and  its  apprehension  of  giving 
offence  to  the  state  of  England,  on  the  other.”  — Book  I.  p.  252. 

“ During  the  whole  reign  of  Charles  the  Second,  Massachusetts 
continued  to  act  as  she  always  had  done,  as  an  independent  state.'"' 

“ Disregarding  equally  her  charter  and  the  laws  of  England,  Mas- 
sachusetts established  for  herself,  an  independent  government^  simi- 
lar to  those  of  the  Grecian  republics."  — Book  I,  c.  xvi.  p.  400 ; also 
c.  xxii.  p.  682. 

It  is  not  easy  to  perceive  on  what  ground  Chalmers  supports  the 
charge  against  our  ancestors,  of  “ concealment”  of  their  real  in- 
tentions, by  the  General  Court  in  their  declaration  of  rights,  above 
quoted,  from  page  252  of  his  Annals.  On  the  contrary,  it  seems 
to  have  been  conceived  in  a spirit  of  boldness,  which,  consid- 
ering the  weakness  of  the  colony,  might  be  much  better  denom- 
inated imprudently  explicit  than  evasive.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive 
what  the  General  Court  could  have  added  to  that  declaration  of  their 
right  to  independent  self-government,  unless  they  had  been  prepar- 
ed to  draw  the  sword  against  the  king  and  throw  away  the  scabbard. 

Note  C.,  page  22. 

This  is  apparent  from  the  fact,  that  they  did  form  and  maintain 
such  a commonwealth,  and  from  the  further  fact  that  in  no  other 
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way  could  they,  in  that  age,  have  had  any  hope  successfully  to 
maintain  and  transmit  to  their  posterity  religious  liberty,  according 
to  their  conception  of  that  blessing.  Those  who  reason  practically 
concerning  the  motives  of  mankind,  must  take  their  data  from  their 
master-passions,  and  the  necessities  of  their  situation.  Acts  best 
develope  intentions.  Official  language  takes  it  modification  from 
circumstances,  and  is  often  necessarily  a very  equivocal  indica- 
tion of  motives. 

To  escape  from  the  dominion  of  the  English  hierarchy,  was  our 
ancestors’  leading  design  and  firm  purpose.  They  took  refuge  in 
the  forms  and  principles  of  a commonwealth  ; trusting  to  their  own 
intellectual  skill  and  physical  power  for  its  support.  They  were 
well  apprized  of  the  fixed  determination  of  the  English  hierarchy, 
from  the  earliest  times  of  their  emigration,  to  subject  them  to  its 
supremacy,  if  possible;  and  this  design  is  distinctly  avowed  by 
Chalmers. 


“The  enjoyment  of  liberty  of  conscience,  the  free  worship  of  the 
Supreme  Being  in  the  manner  most  agreeable  to  themselves,  were 
the  great  objects  of  the  colonists,  which  they  often  declared  was  the 
principal  end  of  their  emigration.  Nevertheless,  though  their  his- 
torians assert  the  contrary,  the  charter  did  not  grant  spontaneously 
to  them  a freedom.,  which  had  been  denied  to  the  solicitations  of  the 
Brownists  ; and  it  is  extremely  probable  that  so  essential  an  omis- 
sion arose,  not  from  accident,  but  design.” 

“ In  conformity  to  his  intentions  of  establishing  the  Church  of 
England  in  the  plantations,  James  had  refused  to  grant  to  that  sect 
the  privilege  of  exercising  its  own  peculiar  modes,  though  solicited 
by  the  powerful  interest  of  the  Virginia  Company.  His  successor 
adopted  and  pursued  the  same  policy  under  the  direction  of  Laud, 

‘ icho,  loe  are  assured,  kept  a jealous  eye  over  New  England^  And 
this  reasoning  is  confirmed  by  the  present  patent,  which  required, 
with  peculiar  caution,  ‘ that  the  oath  of  supremacy  shall  be  ad- 
ministered to  every  one,  ivho  shall  pass  to  the  colony  and  inhabit 
there.'  ” — Book  I.  c.  vi.  p.  141. 

Note  D.,  page  23. 

The  consentaneousness  of  the  views  entertained  by  Chalmers, 
with  those  presented  in  the  text,  respecting  the  motives  of  our  an- 
cestors in  making  the  removal  of  the  charter  the  condition  of 
their  emigration,  is  remarkable. 
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“ Several  persons  of  considerable  consequence  in  the  nation, 
who  had  adopted  the  principles  of  the  Puritans,  and  who  wished  to 
enjoy  their  own  mode  of  worship,  formed  the  resolution  of  emigrat- 
ing to  Massachusetts.  But  they  felt  themselves  inferior,  neither  to 
the  governor  nor  assistants  of  the  company.  They  saw  and  dread-‘ 
ed  the  inconvenience  of  being  governed  by  laivs  made  for  them  with- 
out their  consent : and  it  appeared  more  rational  to  them^  that  the 
colony  should  be  ruled  by  those  who  made  it  the  place  of  their  resi- 
dence^ than  by  men  divelling  at  the  distance  of  three  thousand  miles , 
over  whom  they  had  no  control.  At  the  same  time  therefore,  that 
they  proposed  to  transport  themselves,  their  families,  and  their  es- 
tates, to  that  country,  they  insisted  that  the  charter  should  be 
transmitted  with  them,  and  that  the  corporate  powers,  which  were 
conferred  by  it,  should_  be  executed,  in  future,  in  New  England.” 

A transaction,  similar  to  this,  in  all  its  circumstances,  is  not 
to  be  easily  met  with  in  story.” — Book  I.  c.  vi.  pp.  150,  151. 


It  is  very  plain  from  the  above  extract,  that  Chalmers  understood 
the  transfer  of  the  charter  to  this  country  in  the  light  in  which  it  is 
represented  in  the  text ; — that  the  object  was  self-government ; 
an  intention  “ not  to  be  governed  by  laws  made  for  them,  without 
their  consent”;  — a determination  that  those  “should  rule  in  New 
England,  who  made  it  the  place  of  their  residence  ” ; and  “ not 
those  who  dwelt  at  the  distance  of  three  thousand  miles,  over  whom 
they  had  no  controV 

Two  causes  have  concurred  to  keep  the  motives  of  our  ancestors 
in  that  measure,  from  the  direct  developement  which  its  nature  de- 
serves. The  first  was,  that  their  motives  could  not  be  avowed 
consistently  with  that  nominal  dependence,  which  in  the  weakness 
of  the  early  emigrants  was  unavoidable.  The  other  was,  that  al- 
most all  the  impressions  left  concerning  our  early  history,  have 
been  derived  through  the  medium  of  the  clergy,  who  naturally  gave 
an  exclusive  attention  to  the  predominating  motive,  which  was,  un- 
questionably, religious  liberty,  and  paid  less  regard  to  what  the  co- 
lonial st?*tesmen  of  that  day  as  unquestionably  considered  to  be  the 
essential  means  to  that  end.  The  men  who  said  “ they  would  not 
go  to  New  England  unless  the  patent  went  with  them,”  were  not 
clergymen,  but  high-minded  statesmen,  who  knew  what  was  in- 
cluded in  that  transfer.  Their  conduct  and  that  of  their  immedi- 


62 


ate  descendants,  speak  a language  of  determined  civil  independ- 
ence, not,  at  this  day,  to  be  gainsaid. 

Winthrop  gives,  incidentally,  a remarkable  evidence  of  his  own 
sensibility,  on  the  subject  of  the  right  of  self-government,  in  the 
very  earliest  period  after  their  emigration. 

“ Mr.  Winslow,  ,the  late  Governor  of  Plymouth,”  Winthrop  re- 
lates, being  this  year  (1035)  in  England,  petitioned  the  council 
for  a commission  to  withstand  the  intrusions  of  the  Dutch  and 
French.  Now  this”  Winthrop  remarks,  ‘‘was  undertaken  with  ill- 
advice  ; for  such  precedents  endanger  our  liberty^  that  we  should 
DO  NOTHING  HEREAFTER  BUT  BY  COMMISSION  OUT  OF  EnGLAND.” 

Winthrop,  Vol.  i.  p.  172. 

Note  E.,  page  23. 

That  the  early  emigrants  foresaw  that  the  transfer  of  the  charter 
would  effectually  vest  independence,  may  be  deduced,  not  only 
from  the  whole  tenor  of  their  conduct  after  their  emigration,  which 
was  an  effectual  exercise  of  independence,  but  from  the  fact  of  the 
secrecy^  with  which  this  intention  to  transfer  the  charter  ivas  main- 
tainedy  until  it  was  actiicdly  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic. 

Our  ancestors  readily  anticipated  with  what  jealousy  this  trans- 
fer would  be  viewed  by  the  English  government ; and  were  ac- 
cordingly solicitous  to  keep  it  from  being  known  until  they  and 
the  original  charter  were  beyond  their  power.  The  original 
records  of  the  General  Court,  in  which  the  topic  of  this  transfer 
of  the  charter  was  first  agitated,  speak  a language  on  this  sub- 
ject, not  to  be  mistaken. 

The  terms  of  this  record  are  as  follows : 

“ At  a General  Court  holden  at  London,  for  the  Company  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England,  in  Mr.  Deputy’s  house,  on 
Tuesday,  the  28th  of  July,  1629.  Present, 

Mr.  MATHEW  CRADOCK,  Governor. 
Mr.  GOFF,  Deputy  Gov.” 

Here  follow  the  names  of  the  assistants  ” and  “generality,” 
who  were  present. 

“ Mr.  Governor  read  certain  propositions  conceived  by  himself, 
viz.  that  for  the  advancement  of  the  plantation,  the  inducing  and 
encouraging  persons  of  worth  and  quality  to  transplant  themselves 
and  families  thither,  and  for  other  weighty  reasons  therein  contain- 
ed, to  transfer  the  government  of  the  plantation  to  those  that  shall 
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inhabit  tliere^  and  not  to  continue  the  same  in  subordination  to  the 
company  here,  as  now  it  is.  This  business  occasioned  some  de- 
bate ; but  by  reason  of  the  many  great  and  considerable  consequent 
ces  thereupon  depending,  it  was  not  now  resolved  upon,  but  those 
present  are  privately  and  seriously  to  consider  hereof,  and  to  set 
down  their  particular  reasons  in  writing,  pro  and  contra,  and  to 
produce  the  same  at  the  next  General  Court,  where  they  being  re- 
duced to  heads  and  maturely  considered  of,  the  company  may  then 
proceed  to  a final  resolution  therein,  and  in  the  mean  time  they 

ARE  DESIRED  TO  CARRY  THIS  BUSINESS  SECRETLY,  THAT  THE  SAME 
BE  NOT  DIVULGED.”  — See  Original  records  of  Massachusetts,  p.  19. 

What  our  ancestors  thought  they  had  gained,  or  what  practical 
consequences  they  intended  to  deduce  from  this  transfer  of  the  pa- 
tent, and  from  their  possession  of  it  in  this  country,  is  apparent 
from  the  reasons,  given  by  Winthrop,  for  not  obeying  the  court 
mandate,  to  send  the  patent  to  England. 

Winthrop’s  account  is  as  follows : 

“The  General  Court  was  assembled  [1638],  in  which  it  was 
agreed,  that  whereas  a very  strict  order  was  sent  from  the  Lords 
Commissioners  for  Plantations,  for  sending  home  our  patent, 
upon  pretence  that  judgment  had  passed  against  it  upon  a quo 
warranto,  a letter  should  be  written  by  the  Governor  in  the  name 
of  the  Court,  to  excuse  our  not  sending  it ; for  it  was  resolved  to  be 
best,  not  to  send  it,  because  then  such  of  our  friends  and  others  in 
England  would  conceive  it  to  be  surrendered,  and  that  thereupon^ 
we  should  be  bound  to  receive  such  a Governor  and  such  orders^  as 
should  be  sent  to  us^  and  many  bad  minds,  yea,  and  some  weak  oneSy 
among  ourselves,  would  think  it  lawful,  if  not  necessary,  to 
ACCEPT  A general  GOVERNOR.”  — Winthrop,  Vol.  I.  p.  269. 


Note  F.,  page  25. 

The  object  of  this  policy  was  perceived  by  Chalmers.  Thus, 
he  reprobates  the  law,  that  “ none  should  be  admitted  to  the  free- 
dom of  the  company  but  such  as  were  church  members,  and  that 
none  but  freemen  should  vote  at  elections  or  act  as  magistrates  and 
jurymen,”  because  it  excluded  from  all  participation  in  the  gov- 
ernment,  those  who  could  not  comply  with  the  necessary  requisites. 
He  understood  well,  that  it  was  a means  of  defence  against  the 
English  hierarchy,  and  intended  to  exclude  from  influence  all  who 
were  of  the  English  church  ; and  complains  of  it  as  being  “ made 
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in  the  true  spirit  of  retaliation  f (Book  I.  p.  153.)  and  adds,  that 
“this  severe  law,  notwithstanding  the  vigorous  exertions  of  Charles 
the  Second,  continued  in  force  till  the  quo  loorranto  laid  in  ruins 
the  structure  of  the  government  that  had  established  it.” 

To  prove  the  necessity  of  this  exclusive  policy  of  our  ancestors, 
and  that  it  was  strictly  a measure  of  “ self-defence,”  it  is  proper 
to  remark,  that  as  early  as  April,  1635,  a commission  was  issued 
for  the  government  of  the  Plantations,  granting  absolute  poiver  to 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  to  others,  to  make  laws  and 

CONSTITUTIONS,  CONCERNING  EITHER  THEIR  STATE  PUBLIC  OR  THE 
UTILITY  OF  INDIVIDUALS,  AND  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF  THE  CLERGY  TO 
CONSIGN  CONVENIENT  MAINTENANCE  UNTO  THEM  BY  TITHES  AND 
OBLATIONS  AND  OTHER  PROFITS  ACCORDING  TO  THEIR  DISCRETION,” 
AND  THEY  WERE  EMPOWERED  TO  INFLICT  PUNISHMENTS,  EITHER 
BY  IMPRISONMENT  OR  BY  LOSS  OF  LIFE  AND  MEMBERS. 

A broader  charter  of  hierarchical  despotism  was  never  conceived. 
The  only  means  of  protection  against  it,  to  which  our  ancestors 
could  resort,  was  that  which  they  adopted.  By  the  principle  of 
making  church-membership  a qualification  for  the  enjoyment  of 
the  rights  of  a freeman,  they  excluded  from  all  political  influence 
the  friends  of  the  hierarchy.  To  the  same  motive  may  be  referred 
that  other  principle,  that  “ no  churches  should  be  gathered  but 
such  as  were  approved  by  the  magistrate.”  Notwithstanding  that 
the  direct  tendency  of  these  principles  was  to  destroy  the  influence 
of  the  crown  and  the  hierarchy  in  the  colony,  the  obviousness  of  the 
motive  is  unnoticed  by  Chalmers,  for  the  sake  of  repeating  the 
gross  charge  of  bigotry  ; and  this  too  at  the  very  time  when  he  is 
urging  their  design  of  independence  against  our  ancestors  as  their 
great  crime.  Our  ancestors  could  not  avow  their  ruling  motive  ; 
and  they  seem  at  all  times  to  be  actuated  by  the  noble  principle 
of  being  content  to  submit  in  their  own  characters  to  the  obloquy 
of  bigotry,  as  a less  evil  than  that  their  children  should  become 
subject  to  the  hierarchy  of  the  Stuarts. 

It  is  difficult  to  perceive  how  the  principles  of  this  commission 
could  have  been  otherwise  resisted  by  our  ancestors,  than  by  put- 
ting at  once  out  of  influence  all  those  disposed  to  yield  submission 
to  it.  Nor  was  it  possible  for  them  to  apply  their  disqualification 
directly  to  the  adherents  of  the  English  hierarchy.  They  were 
compelled,  if  it  were  adopted  at  all,  to  make  it  general,  and  to  ac- 
quiesce in  the  charge  of  bigotry  in  order  to  give  efficacy  to  their 
policy. 
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Note  G.,  page  28. 

Lest  the  consequences  of  an  opposite  policy,  had  it  been  adopted 
by  our  ancestors,  may  seem  to  be  exaggerated,  as  here  represented, 
it  is  proper  to  state,  that  upon  the  strength  and  united  spirit  of 
New  England  mainly  depended  (under  Heaven)  the  success  of 
our  revolutionary  struggle.  Had  New  England  been  divided,  or 
even  less  unanimous,  independence  would  have  scarcely  been 
attempted,  or,  if  attempted,  acquired.  It  will  give  additional 
strength  to  this  argument  to  observe,  that  the  number  of  troops, 
regular  and  militia,  furnished  by  all  the  states  during  the  war  of 
the  revolution,  was  -----  288,134 

Of  these.  New  England  furnished  more  than  half,  viz.  147,674 

And  Massachusetts  alone  furnished  nearly  one  third,  viz.  83,162 

See  the  “ Collections  of  the  New  Hampshire  Historical  Society,” 
Vol.  I.  p.  236. 

Note  H.,  page  44. 

Amounts  received  from  the  liberality  of  the  citizens  of  Boston 
towards  objects  of  a public  nature,  of  a moral,  religious,  or  literary 
character,  chiefly  within  the  last  thirty  years,  as  stated  in  the 


text. 

I.  By  the  following  Societies ; 

Boston  Athenaeum  - - - - 75,000 

Humane  Society  -----  20,791 

Boston  Dispensary  for  the  Medical  Relief  of  the  Poor  19,000 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital  - - _ 354,400 

Massachusetts  Charitable  Society  - - 16,714 

Boston  Penitent  Female  Refuge  Society  - - 15,172 

Boston  Fragment  Society  - - - - 15,205 

Boston  Mechanics’  Institution  - - - 6,119 

Boston  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary  - - _ 5,500 

Boston  Female  Asylum  - - - _ 79,582 

Boston  Society  for  the  Diffusion  of  Useful  Knowledge  1,035 

Boston  Society  for  the  Religious  and  Moral  Instruction 

of  the  Poor  - - - - - 23,500 

Charitable  Mechanic  Association  - - - 15,000 

Boston  Asylum  for  Indigent  Boys  - - - 20,000 
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$667,018 
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Amount  brought  up 


Fatherless  and  Widows’  Society  - 6,3*20 

Howard  Benevolent  Society  - - 16,900 

Charitable  Fund,  placed  under  the  control 
of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and  derived 
from  private  benevolence  - - 95,000 

Massachusetts  Congregational  Charitable  So- 
ciety _ _ - - 51,000 

Seamen’s  Friend  Society  _ - - 3,000 

American  Education  Society  - - 32,228 

Bible  Society  - - - - 40,000 

Harvard  College  and  the  several  Institu- 
tions embraced  within,  or  connected  with, 
that  seminary  - - - 222,696 

Theological  Institution  at  Andover  - 21,824 


[From  the  above  amounts  have  been  as  far  as  possible  excluded  all 
sums  not  derived  from  the  citizens  of  Boston.  Those  amounts 
also  must  not  be  understood  SiS  expressing  the  present  amount  of 
funds  of  these  Societies,  althouo;h  in  many  instances  it  is  the 
case  ; the  object  of  this  recapitulation  being  not  to  represent 
the  actual  state  of  each  of  those  Societies  at  this  time,  but 
the  amount  they  have,  within  the  time  specified,  received  from 
the  liberal  and  public  spirit  of  the  citizens  of  Boston.] 

II.  Various  contributions  for  the  relief  of  suf- 


ferers by  fire  in  Boston  - - 34,528 

in  Newburyport  - - 16,500 

in  St.  Johns  - - 8,666 

in  Augusta  - - 2,264 

in  Wiscasset  - - 5,504 


[The  above,  although  excluding  many  known  contributions, 
are  all  of  which  the  amounts  could  be  ascertained  with  ac- 
curacy.] 

III.  Moneys  raised,  within  the  time  specified  in  the 
text,  by  various  contributions,  or  by  donations  of 
individuals,  either  from  motives  of  charity,  or  for 
the  patronizing  of  distinguished  merit,  or  for  the  re- 
lief of  men  eminent  for  their  public  services,  — 


$667,018 


488,968 

1,155,986 


67,462 

1,223,448 
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Amount  brought  up  $1,223,448 

the  evidences  of  which  have  been  examined  for  this 
purpose,  (testamentary  bequests  not  being  included,) 

8,000 

11,000 

24,500 

10,000 

1,400 

6,000 

2,000 

5,000 

5,000 

In  sums  between  500  and  1500  - - 35,500 

108,400 

[Particular  names  and  objects  have  been  omitted  from  motives  of 
delicacy  or  propriety.] 

IV.  Amount  collected  for  objects  of  general  charity,  or 
for  the  promotion  of  literary,  moral,  or  religious  pur- 
poses by,  or  under  the  influence  of,  various  religious 
societies  in  the  metropolis  (not  including  the  particu- 
lar annual  objects  of  expenditure  of  each  society), 
communicated  by  the  several  officers  of  those  socie- 
ties, or  by  individuals  having  access  to  their  records 
or  to  the  papers  containing  evidence  of  such  col- 
lections _ . . - . 469,425 

$1,801,273 

[The  names  of  the  particular  societies  and  objects  it  is  not  deemed 
proper  to  publish, 

1.  Because  it  was  the  express  wish  of  several  officers  of  the 
societies,  that  it  should  not  be  done. 

2.  Because  several  of  the  societies  could  not  be  applied  to,  and 
their  omission  here  might  imply  that  they  have  not  made  sim- 
ilar collections,  which  would  be  unjust. 

3.  Because,  since  the  account  of  the  amounts  thus  collected  de- 
pends upon  the  retaining  or  not  retaining  (often  accidental)  of 
the  evidence  of  such  collections,  the  comparative  returns  are 
very  different  from  what  there  is  reason  to  believe  were  the 
comparative  amounts  collected,  as  they  would  have  appeared, 
had  the  evidence  in  all  cases  been  equally  well  retained. 

The  object,  on  this  occasion,  has  not  been  completeness,  which 
was  known  to  be  impracticable,  but  as  near  an  approximation 
to  it  as  was  possible.  How  far  short  the  statement  in  this  item 
is  from  the  real  amount  collected,  may  be  gathered  from  this 


fact, — that  information  was  requested  for  the  amount  collected 
within  the  last  thirty  years ; yet  more  than  half  the  sum 
stated  in  this  item  arose  from  collections  made  within  the  last 
ten  years. 

As  a farther  illustration,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  state,  that, 
within  the  last  twelve  years,  five  citizens  of  Boston  have  de- 
ceased, whose  bequests  for  objects  exclusively  of  public  interest 
or  benevolence,  when  united,  amount  to  a sum  exceeding 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars  ; and  that  one  of  these,  dur- 
ing the  last  twenty  years  of  his  life,  is  known  to  have  given 
away,  toward  similar  objects,  a sum  equal  to  ten  thousand 
dollars  annually.] 


ODE; 


PRONOUNCED  BEFORE  THE 


INHABITANTS  OF  BOSTON, 


SEPTEMBER  THE  SEVENTEENTH,  1830, 


AT  THE 


CEIfTEIfJflALr  CELEBRATION 


OF  THE 

SETTLEMENT  OF  THE  CITY. 


BY  CHARLES  SPRAGUE. 


BOSTON  : 

JOHN  H.  EASTBURN....CITy  PRINTER. 


MDCCCXXX. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


In  Common  Council,  September  17,  1830. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  for  the  celebra- 
tion of  this  day  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  to  present  the 
thanks  of  the  City  Council  to  Charles  Sprague,  Esquire,  for  the 
elegant,  interesting  and  instructive  Poem,  this  day  pronounced  by 
him,  and  respectfully  request  a copy  thereof  for  the  press. 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence, 

B.  T.  PICKMAN,  President, 


In  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  September  20,  1830. 


Read  and  concurred. 

A TRUE  COPY — Attest, 


H.  G.  OTIS,  Mayor. 
S.  F.  M’CLEARY,  City  Clerk. 


Boston,  September  17,  1830. 

Charles  Sprague,  Esq. 

The  Undersigned,  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  for  the  Cen- 
tennial Celebration  of  the  Settlement  of  Boston,  have  the  honor  to 
enclose  you  an  attested  copy  of  a vote  of  the  City  Council,  and  re- 
spectfully ask  your  compliance  with  the  request  contained  therein. 

Harrison  Gray  Otis, 
Benjamin  Russell, 
Winslow  Lewis, 

■ Benjamin  T.  Pickman, 
Thomas  Minns, 

Joseph  Eveleth, 

John  W.  James, 

John  P.  Bigelow, 
Washington  P.  Gragg. 


ODE 


I. 

Not  to  the  Pagan’s  mount  I turn, 

For  inspiration  now; 

Olympus  and  its  gods  I spurn — 

Pure  One,  be  with  me.  Thou ! 

Thou,  in  whose  awful  name. 

From  suffering  and  from  shame. 

Our  Fathers  fled,  and  braved  a pathless  sea  ; 
Thou,  in  whose  holy  fear. 

They  fixed  an  empire  here. 

And  gave  it  to  their  Children  and  to  Thee. 

II. 

And  You  ! ye  bright  ascended  Dead, 

Who  scorned  the  bigot’s  yoke. 

Come,  round  this  place  your  influence  shed ; 
Your  spirits  I invoke. 

Come,  as  ye  came  of  yore. 

When  on  an  unknown  shore. 

Your  daring  hands  the  flag  of  faith  unfurled, 

To  float  sublime. 

Through  future  time, 

The  beacon-banner  of  another  world. 
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III. 

Behold  ! they  come — those  sainted  forms, 
Unshaken  through  the  strife  of  storms  ; 
Heaven’s  winter  cloud  hangs  coldly  down, 
And  earth  puts  on  its  rudest  frown ; 

But  colder,  ruder  was  the  hand. 

That  drove  them  from  their  own  fair  land  ; 
Their  own  fair  land — refinement'’s  chosen  seat. 
Art’s  trophied  dwelling,  learning’s  green  retreat ; 
By  valour  guarded,  and  by  victory  crowned. 

For  all,  but  gentle  charity,  renowned. 

With  streaming  eye,  yet  steadfast  heart. 
Even  from  that  land  they  dared  to  part. 

And  burst  each  tender  tie ; 

Haunts,  where  their  sunny  youth  was  passed. 
Homes,  where  they  fondly  hoped  at  last 
In  peaceful  age  to  die  ; 

Friends,  kindred,  comfort,  all  they  spurned — 
Their  fathers’  hallowed  graves  ; 

And  to  a world  of  darkness  turned. 

Beyond  a world  of  waves. 

IV. 

When  Israel’s  race  from  bondage  fled. 

Signs  from  on  high  the  wanderers  led  ; 

But  here — Heaven  hung  no  symbol  here. 
Their  steps  to  guide,  their  souls  to  cheer ; 
They  saw,  thro’  sorrow’s  lengthening  night. 
Nought  but  the  fagot’s  guilty  light ; 
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The  cloud  they  gazed  at  was  the  smoke, 
That  round  their  murdered  brethren  broke. 
Nor  power  above,  nor  power  below. 
Sustained  them  in  their  hour  of  wo ; 

A fearful  path  they  trod. 

And  dared  a fearful  doom  ; 

To  build  an  altar  to  their  God, 

And  find  a quiet  tomb. 

V. 

But  not  alone,  not  all  unblessed. 

The  exile  sought  a place  of  rest ; 

One  dared  with  him  to  burst  the  knot. 
That  bound  her  to  her  native  spot ; 

Her  low  sweet  voice  in  comfort  spoke. 

As  round  their  bark  the  billows  broke  ; 

She  through  the  midnight  watch  was  there 
With  him  to  bend  her  knees  in  prayer ; 

She  trod  the  shore  with  girded  heart. 
Through  good  and  ill  to  claim  her  part ; 

In  life,  in  death,  with  him  to  seal 
Her  kindred  love,  her  kindred  zeal. 

VI. 

They  come — that  coming  who  shall  tell  ? 
The  eye  may  weep,  the  heart  may  swell, 
But  the  poor  tongue  in  vain  essays 
A fitting  note  for  them  to  raise. 

We  hear  the  after-shout  that  rings 
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, For  them  who  smote  the  power  of  kings ; 
"riie  swelling  triumph  all  would  share, 

But  who  the  dark  defeat  would  dare, 

And  boldly  meet  the  wrath  and  wo. 

That  w ait  the  unsuccessful  blow  ? 

It  were  an  envied  fate,  w e deem. 

To  live  a land’s  recorded  theme, 

^Vhen  w e are  in  the  tomb  ; 

We,  too,  might  yield  the  joys  of  home. 

And  w aves  of  w inter  darkness  roam. 

And  tread  a shore  of  gloom — 

Knew^  we  those  weaves,  through  coming  time, 
Should  roll  our  names  to  every  clime  ; 

Felt  we  that  millions  on  that  shore 
Should  stand,  our  memory  to  adore — 

But  no  glad  vision  burst  in  light. 

Upon  the  Pilgrims’  aching  sight ; 

Their  hearts  no  proud  hereafter  swelled ; 
Deep  shadow^s  veiled  the  way  they  held; 

The  yell  of  vengeance  w^as  their  trump  of  fame. 
Their  monument,  a grave  w ithout  a name. 


VII. 

Yet,  strong  in  weakness,  there  they  stand. 
On  yonder  ice-bound  rock. 

Stern  and  resolved,  that  faithful  band. 

To  meet  fate’s  rudest  shock. 

Though  anguish  rends  the  father’s  breast. 
For  them,  his  dearest  and  his  best. 
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With  him  the  waste  who  trod — 

Though  tears  that  freeze,  the  mother  sheds 
Upon  her  children’s  houseless  heads — 

The  Christian  turns  to  God  ! 


VIII. 

In  grateful  adoration  now, 

Upon  the  barren  sands  they  bow. 

What  tongue  of  joy  e’er  woke  such  prayer. 
As  bursts  in  desolation  there  ? 

What  arm  of  strength  e’er  wrought  such 
power. 

As  waits  to  crown  that  feeble  hour  ? 

There  into  life  an  infant  empire  springs  ! 

There  falls  the  iron  from  the  soul ; 

There  liberty’s  young  accents  roll. 

Up  to  the  King  of  kings  ! 

To  fair  creation’s  farthest  bound. 

That  thrilling  summons  yet  shall  sound  ; 
The  dreaming  nations  shall  awake. 

And  to  their  centre  earth’s  old  kingdoms  shake. 
Pontiff  and  prince,  your  sway 
Must  crumble  from  that  day ; 

Before  the  loftier  throne  of  Heaven, 

The  hand  is  raised,  the  pledge  is  given — 
One  monarch  to  obey,  one  creed  to  own. 

That  monarch,  God,  that  creed,  His  word 
alone. 
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IX. 

Spread  out  earth’s  holiest  records  here, 

Of  days  and  deeds  to  reverence  dear  ; 

A zeal  like  this  what  pious  legends  tell  ? 

On  kingdoms  built 
In  blood  and  guilt, 

The  worshippers  of  vulgar  triumph  dwell — 

But  what  exploit  with  theirs  shall  page. 

Who  rose  to  bless  their  kind  ; 

Who  left  their  nation  and  their  age, 

Man’s  spirit  to  unbind  ? 

Who  boundless  seas  passed  o’er. 

And  boldly  met,  in  every  path. 

Famine  and  frost  and  heathen  wrath. 

To  dedicate  a shore. 

Where  piety’s  meek  train  might  breathe  their  vow, 
And  seek  their  Maker  with  an  unshamed  brow  ; 
Where  liberty’s  glad  race  might  proudly  come. 
And  set  up  there  an  everlasting  home  ? 

X. 

O many  a time  it  hath  been  told. 

The  story  of  those  men  of  old  : 

For  this  fair  poetry  hath  wreathed 
Her  sweetest,  purest  flower ; 

For  this  proud  eloquence  hath  breathed 
His  strain  of  loftiest  power  ; 

Devotion,  too,  hath  lingered  round 
Each  spot  of  consecrated  ground. 
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And  hill  and  valley  blessed  ; 

There,  where  our  banished  Fathers  strayed, 
There,  where  they  loved  and  wept  and  prayed. 
There,  where  their  ashes  rest. 

XL 

And  never  may  they  rest  unsung. 

While  liberty  can  find  a tongue. 

Twine,  Gratitude,  a wreath  for  them. 

More  deathless  than  the  diadem. 

Who  to  life’s  noblest  end. 

Gave  up  life’s  noblest  powers. 

And  bade  the  legacy  descend, 

Down,  down  to  us  and  ours. 

XII. 

By  centuries  now  the  glorious  hour  we  mark. 
When  to  these  shores  they  steered  their  shattered 
bark  ; 

And  still,  as  other  centuries  melt  away. 

Shall  other  ages  come  to  keep  the  day. 

When  we  are  dust,  who  gather  round  this  spot. 
Our  joys,  our  griefs,  our  very  names  forgot. 

Here  shall  the  dwellers  of  the  land  be  seen. 

To  keep  the  memory  of  the  Pilgrims  green. 

Nor  here  alone  their  praises  shall  go  round. 

Nor  here  alone  their  virtues  shall  abound — 

Broad  as  the  empire  of  the  free  shall  spread, 

Far  as  the  foot  of  man  shall  dare  to  tread, 
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Where  oar  liath  never  dipped,  where  human 
tongue 

Hath  never  through  the  woods  of  ages  rung, 
There,  where  the  eagle’s  scream  and  wild  wolf’s 
cry 

Keep  ceaseless  day  and  night  through  earth  and 
sky, 

Even  there,  in  after  time,  as  toil  and  taste 
Go  forth  in  gladness  to  redeem  the  waste. 

Even  there  shall  rise,  as  grateful  myriads  throng, 
Faith’s  holy  prayer  and  freedom’s  joyful  song  ; 
There  shall  the  flame  that  flashed  from  yonder 
Rock, 

Light  up  the  land,  till  nature’s  final  shock. 

XIII. 

Yet  while  by  life’s  endearments  crowned. 
To  mark  this  day  we  gather  round. 

And  to  our  nation’s  founders  raise 
The  voice  of  gratitude  and  praise. 

Shall  not  one  line  lament  that  lion  race. 

For  us  struck  out  from  sweet  creation’s  face  ? 
Alas  ! alas  ! for  them — those  fated  bands, 

Whose  monarch  tread  was  on  these  broad,  green 
lands ; 

Our  Fathers  called  them  savage — them,  whose 
bread, 

\n  the  dark  hour,  those  famished  Fathers  fed  : 
We  call  them  savage,  we. 

Who  hail  the  struggling  free. 
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Of  every  elime  and  hue  ; 

We,  who  would  save 
The  branded  slave, 

And  give  him  liberty  he  never  knew  : 

We,  who  but  now  have  eaught  the  tale. 
That  turns  each  listening  tyrant  pale. 

And  blessed  the  winds  and  waves  that  bore 
The  tidings  to  our  kindred  shore  ; 

The  triumph-tidings  pealing  from  that  land. 
Where  up  in  arms  insulted  legions  stand  ; 

There,  gathering  round  his  bold  compeers, 
Where  He,  our  own,  our  welcomed  One, 
Riper  in  glory  than  in  years, 

Down  from  his  forfeit  throne, 

A craven  monarch  hurled. 

And  spurned  him  forth,  a proverb  to  the  world  ! 

XIV. 

We  call  them  savage — O be  just! 

Their  outraged  feelings  scan  ; 

A voice  comes  forth,  ’ tis  from  the  dust — 
The  savage  was  a man ! 

Think  ye  he  loved  not  ? who  stood  by. 

And  in  his  toils  took  part  ? 

Woman  was  there  to  bless  his  eye — 

The  savage  had  a heart! 

Think  ye  he  prayed  not  ? when  on  high 
He  heard  the  thunders  roll. 

What  bade  him  look  beyond  the  sky  ? 

The  savage  had  a soul ! 
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XV. 

I venerate  the  Pilgrim’s  eause, 

Yet  for  the  red  man  dare  to  plead — 

We  bow  to  Heaven’s  recorded  laws, 

He  turned  to  nature  for  a creed  ; 

Beneath  the  pillared  dome, 

We  seek  our  God  in  prayer ; 

Through  boundless  woods  he  loved  to  roam. 
And  the  Great  Spirit  worshipped  there  : 

But  one,  one  fellow-throb  with  us  he  felt; 

To  one  divinity  with  us  he  knelt ; 

Freedom,  the  self-same  freedom  vve  adore. 

Bade  him  defend  his  violated  shore  ; 

He  saw  the  cloud,  ordained  to  grow. 

And  burst  upon  his  hills  in  wo , 

He  saw  his  people  withering  by. 

Beneath  the  invader’s  evil  eye ; 

Strange  feet  were  trampling  on  his  fathers’  bones ; 
At  midnight  hour  he  woke  to  gaze 
Upon  his  happy  cabin’s  blaze. 

And  listen  to  his  children’s  dying  groans  : 

He  saw — and  maddening  at  the  sight. 

Gave  his  bold  bosom  to  the  fight ; 

To  tiger  rage  his  soul  was  driven, 

Mercy  was  not — nor  sought  nor  given ; 

The  pale  man  from  his  lands  must  fly; 

He  would  be  free — or  he  would  die. 
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XVI. 

And  was  this  savage  ? say, 

Ye  ancient  few, 

Who  struggled  through 
Young  freedom’s  trial-day — 

What  first  your  sleeping  wrath  awoke  ? 

On  your  own  shores  war’s  larum  broke  : 
What  turned  to  gall  even  kindred  blood  ? 
Round  your  own  homes  the  oppressor  stood  : 
This  every  warm  affection  chilled. 

This  every  heart  with  vengeance  thrilled. 
And  strengthened  every  hand ; 

From  mound  to  mound. 

The  word  went  round — 

‘‘  Death  for  our  native  land  !” 


XVII. 

Ye  mothers,  too,  breathe  ye  no  sigh. 

For  them  who  thus  could  dare  to  die  ? 

Are  all  your  own  dark  hours  forgot. 

Of  soul-sick  suffering  here  ? 

Your  pangs,  as  from  yon  mountain  spot. 
Death  spoke  in  every  booming  shot. 

That  knelled  upon  your  ear  ? 

How  oft  that  gloomy,  glorious  tale  ye  tell. 

As  round  your  knees  your  ehildren’s  children  hang. 
Of  them,  the  gallant  Ones,  ye  loved  so  well. 

Who  to  the  conflict  for  their  country  sprang. 


14 


In  pride,  in  all  the  pride  of  wo, 

Ye  tell  of  them,  the  brave  laid  low, 

Who  for  their  birthplace  bled  ; 

In  pride,  the  pride  of  triumph  then. 

Ye  tell  of  them,  the  matchless  men. 

From  whom  the  invaders  fled ! 

XVllI. 

And  ye,  this  holy  place  who  throng. 

The  annual  theme  to  hear. 

And  bid  the  exulting  song 
Sound  their  great  names  from  year  to  year ; 
Ye,  who  invoke  the  chisel’s  breathing  grace. 

In  marble  majesty  their  forms  to  trace , 

Ye,  who  the  sleeping  rocks  would  raise, 

To  guard  their  dust  and  speak  their  praise  ; 

Ye,  who,  should  some  other  band 
With  hostile  foot  defile  the  land. 

Feel  that  ye  like  them  would  wake. 

Like  them  the  yoke  of  bondage  break, 

Nor  leave  a battle-blade  undrawn. 

Though  every  hill  a sepulchre  should  yawn — 
Say,  have  not  ye  one  line  for  those. 

One  brother-line  to  spare. 

Who  rose  but  as  your  Fathers  rose, 

And  dared  as  ye  would  dare  ? 

XIX. 

Alas  ! for  them — their  day  is  o’er. 

Their  fires  are  out  from  hill  and  shore , 


No  more  for  them  the  wild  deer  bounds, 

The  plough  is  on  their  hunting  grounds ; 

The  pale  man’s  axe  rings  through  their 
woods, 

The  pale  man’s  sail  skims  o’er  their  floods. 
Their  pleasant  springs  are  dry ; 

Their  children — look,  by  power  oppressed, 
Beyond  the  mountains  ^of  the  west. 

Their  children  go — to  die. 

XX. 

O doubly  lost ! oblivion’s  shadow^s  close 
Around  their  triumphs  and  their  w oes. 

On  other  realms,  w hose  suns  have  set. 
Reflected  radiance  lingers  yet ; 

There  sage  and  bard  have  shed  a light 
That  never  shall  go  down  in  night ; 

There  time-crowned  columns  stand  on  high. 
To  tell  of  them  w ho  cannot  die  ; 

Even  we,  who  then  were  nothing,  kneel 
In  homage  there,  and  join  earth’s  general  peal. 
But  the  doomed  Indian  leaves  behind  no  trace. 
To  save  his  own,  or  serve  another  race  ; 

With  his  frail  breath  his  power  has  passed  aw^ay. 
His  deeds,  his  thoughts  are  buried  wdth  his  clay ; 
Nor  lofty  pile,  nor  glowing  page 
Shall  link  him  to  a future  age. 

Or  give  him  w ith  the  past  a rank  : 

His  heraldry  is  but  a broken  bow. 

His  history  but  a tale  of  wrong  and  wo, 

His  very  name  must  be  a blank. 
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XXI. 

Cold,  with  the  beast  he  slew,  he  sleeps  ; 

O’er  him  no  filial  spirit  weeps  ; 

No  crowds  throng  round,  no  anthem-notes  ascend, 
To  bless  his  coming  and  embalm  his  end  ; 

Even  that  he  lived,  is  for  his  conqueror’s  tongue, 
By  foes  alone  his  death-song  must  be  sung  ; 

No  chronicles  but  theirs  shall  tell 
His  mournful  doom  to  future  times  ; 

May  these  upon  his  virtues  dwell. 

And  in  his  fate  forget  his  crimes. 

XXI J. 

Peace  to  the  mingling  dead ! 

Beneath  the  turf  we  tread. 

Chief,  Pilgrim,  Patriot  sleep — 

All  gone  ! how  changed  ! and  yet  the  same. 
As  when  faith’s  herald  bark  first  came 
In  sorrow  o’er  the  deep. 

Still  from  his  noonday  height. 

The  sun  looks  down  in  light ; 

Along  the  trackless  realms  of  space. 

The  stars  still  run  their  midnight  race  ; 

The  same  green  valleys  smile,  the  same  rough 
shore 

Still  echoes  to  the  same  wild  ocean’s  roar : — 

But  where  the  bristling  night- wolf  sprang 
Upon  his  startled  prey. 

Where  the  fierce  Indian’s  war-cry  rang. 
Through  many  a bloody  fray ; 
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And  where  the  stern  old  Pilgrim  prayed 
In  solitude  and  gloom, 

Where  the  bold  Patriot  drew  his  blade, 

And  dared  a patriot’s  doom — 

Behold  ! in  liberty’s  unclouded  blaze, 

We  lift  our  heads,  a race  of  other  days. 

XXIIl. 

All  gone ! the  wild  beast’s  lair  is  trodden  out ; 
Proud  temples  stand  in  beauty  there  ; 

Our  children  raise  their  merry  shout, 

Where  once  the  death-whoop  vexed  the  air  : 
The  Pilgrim — seek  yon  ancient  place  of  graves, 
Beneath  that  chapel’s  holy  shade  ; 

Ask,  where  the  breeze  the  long  grass  waves, 
Who,  who  within  that  spot  are  laid : 

The  Patriot — go,  to  fame’s  proud  mount  repair, 
The  tardy  pile,  slow  rising  there. 

With  tongueless  eloquence  shall  tell 
Of  them  who  for  their  country  fell. 

XXIV. 

All  gone  ! ’tis  ours,  the  goodly  land — 

Look  round — the  heritage  behold  ; 

Go  forth — upon  the  mountains  stand, 

Then,  if  ye  can,  be  cold. 

See  living  vales  by  living  waters  blessed, 

Their  wealth  see  earth’s  dark  caverns  yield, 
See  ocean  roll,  in  glory  dressed, 
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For  all  a treasure,  and  round  all  a shield  : 

Hark  to  the  shouts  of  praise 
Rejoicing  millions  raise  ; 

Gaze  on  the  spires  that  rise, 

To  point  them  to  the  skies. 

Unfearing  and  unfeared ; 

Then,  if  ye  can,  O then  forget 
To  whom  ye  owe  the  sacred  debt — 

The  Pilgrim  race  revered ! 

The  men  who  set  faith’s  burning  lights 
Upon  these  everlasting  heights. 

To  guide  their  children  through  the  years  of  time 
The  men  that  glorious  law  who  taught. 
Unshrinking  liberty  of  thought. 

And  roused  the  nations  with  the  truth  sublime. 

XXV. 

Forget?  no,  never — ne’er  shall  die. 

Those  names  to  memory  dear ; 

I read  the  promise  in  each  eye 
That  beams  upon  me  here. 

Descendants  of  a twice-recorded  race. 

Long  may  ye  here  your  lofty  lineage  grace  ; 

’Tis  not  for  you  home’s  tender  tie 
To  rend,  and  brave  the  waste  of  waves  ; 

’Tis  not  for  you  to  rouse  and  die. 

Or  yield  and  live  a line  of  slaves ; 

The  deeds  of  danger  and  of  death  are  done  : 
Upheld  by  inward  power  alone. 

Unhonoured  by  the  world’s  loud  tongue, 
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’Tis  yours  to  do  unknown, 

And  then  to  die  unsung. 

To  other  days,  to  other  men  belong 
The  penman’s  plaudit  and  the  poet’s  song ; 
Enough  for  glory  has  been  wrought. 

By  you  be  humbler  praises  sought; 

In  peace  and  truth  life’s  journey  run. 
And  keep  unsullied  what  your  Fathers  won. 


XXVI. 

Take  then  my  prayer.  Ye  dwellers  of  this  spot — 
Be  yours  a noiseless  and  a guiltless  lot. 

I plead  not  that  ye  bask 
In  the  rank  beams  of  vulgar  fame  ; 

To  light  your  steps  I ask 
A purer  and  a holier  flame. 

No  bloated  growth  I supplicate  for  you, 

No  pining  multitude,  no  pampered  few ; 

’Tis  not  alone  to  coffer  gold. 

Nor  spreading  borders  to  behold ; 

’Tis  not  fast-swelling  crowds  to  win. 

The  refuse-ranks  of  want  and  sin — 

This  be  the  kind  decree  : 

Be  ye  by  goodness  crowned. 

Revered,  though  not  renowned  ; 

Poor,  if  Heaven  will,  but  Free  ! 

Free  from  the  tyrants  of  the  hour. 

The  clans  of  wealth,  the  clans  of  power. 
The  coarse,  cold  scorners  of  their  God  ; 
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Free  from  the  taint  of  sin, 

The  leprosy  that  feeds  within, 

And  free,  in  mercy,  from  the  bigot’s  rod. 

XXVII. 

The  sceptre’s  might,  the  crosier’s  pride, 

Ye  do  not  fear ; 

No  conquest  blade,  in  life-blood  dyed, 
Drops  terror  here — 

Let  there  not  lurk  a subtler  snare. 

For  wisdom’s  footsteps  to  beware  ; 

The  shackle  and  the  stake. 

Our  Fathers  fled  ; 

Ne’er  may  their  children  wake 
A fouler  wrath,  a deeper  dread ; 

Ne’er  may  the  craft  that  fears  the  flesh  to  bind, 
Lock  its  hard  fetters  on  the  mind ; 
Quenched  be  the  fiercer  flame 
That  kindles  with  a name  ; 

The  pilgrim’s  faith,  the  pilgrim’s  zeal. 

Let  more  than  pilgrim  kindness  seal ; 

Be  purity  of  life  the  test. 

Leave  to  the  heart,  to  Heaven,  the  rest. 

XXVIII. 

So,  when  our  children  turn  the  page. 

To  ask  what  triumphs  marked  our  age. 
What  we  achieved  to  challenge  praise. 
Through  the  long  line  of  future  days. 


21 


This  let  them  read,  and  hence  instruction  draw  : 

“ Here  were  the  Many  blessed, 

“ Here  found  the  virtues  rest, 

“ Faith  linked  with  love  and  liberty  with  law  ; 

“ Here  industry  to  comfort  led, 

‘‘  Her  book  of  light  here  learning  spread  ; 

“ Here  the  warm  heart  of  youth 
“Was  wooed  to  temperance  and  to  truth ; 

“ Here  hoary  age  was  found, 

“ By  wisdom  and  by  reverence  crowned. 

“ No  great,  but  guilty  fame 
“ Here  kindled  pride,  that  should  have  kindled 
shame  ; 

“ These  chose  the  better,  happier  part, 

“ That  poured  its  sunlight  o’er  the  heart; 
“That  crowned  their  homes  with  peace  and 
health, 

“ And  weighed.  Heaven’s  smile  beyond  earth’s 
wealth ; 

“Far  from  the  thorny  paths  of  life 
“ They  stood,  a living  lesson  to  their  race, 

“ Rich  in  the  charities  of  life, 

“ Man  in  his  strength,  and  Woman  in  her  grace ; 

“ In  purity  and  love  their  pilgrim  road  they  trod, 

“ And  when  they  served  their  neighbor  felt  they 
served  their  God.” 

XXIX. 

This  may  not  wake  the  poet’s  verse. 

This  souls  of  fire  may  ne’er  rehearse 
In  crowd-delighting  voice ; 
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Yet  o’er  the  record  shall  the  patriot  bend, 

His  quiet  praise  the  moralist  shall  lend, 

And  all  the  good  rejoice. 

XXX. 

This  be  our  story  then,  in  that  far  day, 

When  others  come  their  kindred  debt  to  pay  : 
In  that  far  day  ? — O what  shall  be. 

In  this  dominion  of  the  free, 

Wdien  we  and  ours  have  rendered  up  our  trust. 
And  men  unborn  shall  tread  above  our  dust  ? 

O what  shall  be  ? — He,  He  alone. 

The  dread  response  can  make. 

Who  sitteth  on  the  only  throne. 

That  time  shall  never  shake ; 

Before  whose  all-beholding  eyes 
Ages  sweep  on,  and  empires  sink  and  rise. 
Then  let  the  song  to  Him  begun. 

To  Him  in  reverence  end  : 

Look  down  in  love.  Eternal  One, 

And  Thy  good  cause  defend  ; 

Here,  late  and  long,  put  forth  Thy  hand, 
To  guard  and  guide  the  Pilgrim’s  land. 


